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The Plan 
By Eliza Strang Baird 


HOW me the plan, great Builder of my life ! 
Nay, anxious soul, 

Thou art not strong nor wise enough as yet 
To see the whole. 


How can I find and follow without sight ? 
I trace each day 

The portion theu must copy, and reveal 
My perfect way. 


So shalt thou raise for me a temple fair 
Where I may live, 
But not till alltits shining stones are set 


The plan I give. 


Then, when in cloudless light it stands unveiled, 
To thee I can 

Make plain how thou hast truly built the whole 
By my own plan! 








Death at Christ’s Hand 


No one can crucify himself completely ; but 
every oné needs thus to be crucified. And so it is 


that we must ask Christ to do this for us. - It is our 
part to yield ourselves up to ‘him in uricénditional 
surrender ; to abandon ourselves for time and eternity 
to his mastery. When we do this, he can complete 
the needed work of our death, in order that we may 
receive the fulness of his Life. ° As Dr. A. B. Simp- 
‘son has written: ‘*Do not try to be your death. 

Take Christ for the crucifixion, In the things you 
are trying to root up, cast away, crucify, Christ will 
sweetly, completely undertake and finish that work ; 

and you will not need any longer to stand in the dis- 
secting-room working over your spiritual corpse, or 
trembling with the knife of the suicide, trying to stab 
yourself to death. You can be done with all that tor- 
ture. You can trust him to be the power to slay you. 
The only thing you have to do is just to hand over 
yourself and say, ‘Here is the culprit, Lord ; I de- 
liver him over to you. I cannot slay him) but I want 
him killed. I want you to still these throbbing 
pulses of passion, and let peace come instead. ‘I 


cannot do it. But I give thee the right to slay me in 
thine own way, and here once and for evermore I 
yield myself to thee.’’’ Then, as we claim Christ's 
answer by faith, not by feeling, he will put us to death 
and replace us with himself ; and we shall know that 
**to live is Christ."’ Net by Christ's death only, 
but also by our death at his hand, does he lead us 
out into the unsearchable riches of life in him. 


PA 


How Forgiveness Forgets 

When love forgives, it does not ask if it is possi- 
ble to forget also; love rejoices in forgiveness as the 
means by which it can forget. One who says, ‘‘I 
cannot forget the injury, even though I have forgiven 
it,"’ has not learned the meaning of forgiveness ‘‘ from 
the heart."' When a merchant receives payment for 
a debt, he cancels the charge that is on his books 
against the debtor. The page is turned, and there is 
no reason for remembering the account that has been 
cancelled. If the merchant chance to remember the 
transaction, it is the payment that he recalls, and it 
gives pleasure. As far as the east is from the west, 
as deep as the depths of the sea, so is the manner of 
Ged's forgiveness of the sins that he puts behind his 
back and remembers no more. Our forgiveness of 
others must not be less. . And: in Christ it need not 
be less; for in him we may have in our hearts the 
infinite love of our Father's forgiving heart. 


¢ 
Unselfishness Not Salvation 
Mere unselfishness, in this Christian age and land, 
saves. no one. To pour out our lives for others is 


not the way of salvation. . Altruism is not our pass- 
port to heaven, It may startle some of us to hear 


this.. Probably many believe that Jesus taught that 
** whosoever shall lose his life shall save it," But he 
% 


Is Religio 


S RELIGION simple? Not all so regard it. 
Hew can you regard as simple, some one says, 
that which has to do with a world which no man 

has seen or can see, which confesses that many of its 
truths are beyond the search or proof of reason, and 
which embodies many of its beliefs in doctrines diffi- 
cult or impossible to understand ? 

No one who has felt the difficulty of problems 
which religion raises can withhold sympathy from 
such a question as this. It is, however, just the dis- 
tinction between difficult problems which religion 
raises and religion itse/f that is too often lost sight of, 
and needs very much in our day to be made trans- 
parently clear. 

Here is one of those who think religion difficult, 
He sat down this morning and ate his breakfast. It 
was prepared by kind hands; he had an appetite ; 
and he arose, let us hope, thankful for the common 
_mercies of life. There were no problems, difficult 
questions at all. It was enough that he and the food 
were present simultaneously. He ate and was satis- 
fied, and that was all, 

No, not all! Behind those simple processes of 
eating and being satisfied lay a whole chain of chemi- 
cal and. physiological facts and principles which, if 
scientific men are ‘to be believed, the profoundest 
Students in the world have not begun to get to the 
bottom of. Let him explain the processes of diges- 
tion and assimilation. Let him explain the distribu- 
tion of nourishment through the blood. Let him 
explain the mode or process, intelligent, instinctive, 
or otherwise, by which those minute particles direct 
their mysterious way straight to the tissues that need 





did not. If that had been so, no Saviour would have 
been needed. We could all have saved ourselves by 
spending our lives in the service of others. What 
Jesus did teach was this : ‘* Whosoever shall lose his 
life for my sake and the gospels shall save it.'’ Self- 
sacrifice for humanity's sake only, with Christ delib- 
erately left out, is not the way of salvation. Christ, 
and Christ only, is the way of life. To live for Christ's 
sake, making him Lord and Saviour, and losing our 
life in order to make known to others the Good News 
of God's forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ, — 
that is salvation. Then we cannot have too much un- 
selfishness, altruism, self-sacrifice : when it all springs 
from Christ and is empowered and radiated and glori- 
fied by Christ. Only as the dead self is replaced by 
the living Christ is our unselfishness energized unto 
eternal life for ourselves and others, 


a“ 
Suffering as an Achievement 


Suffering is one of the most vigorous, inspiring 
activities that we are ever privileged to have in this 
life. It is not a passive thing. The very word 
**suffer’’ itself means to ‘‘ bear up under,"’ with the 
sense of refusing to yield to. Oppressive burdens, 
pains, afflictions bear down upon us, with every 
prospect of overcoming and crushing us. To suffer 
rightly under these is to refuse to be crushed, to bear 
up under and against them with a strength that over- 
matches their pressure and leaves us unharmed and 
triumphant. Some one has spoken of ‘the deeper 
meaning of suffering as an achievement.’’ But thé 
only sure way of achieving this triumph through suf- 
fering is in the omnipotent strength of Chris. When 
he is our literal and entire life, he in us meets the 
whole pressure, pain, and burden ; and he is unde- 
featable. We rest quietly in him, rejoicing in the 
privilege of seeing his power put to the proof ; and 
the whole victorious achievement is his. 


“~ 


n Simple ? 


them, build them up, and enable him to maintain 
his health in equilibrium. He cannot. ~ They 
are mysteries. Yet they did not stand in the 
way of his eating and being satisfied. It is for- 
tunate for him that they did not. If he had’ to 
delay his breakfast until he had satisfactorily solved 
the problems connected with digestion and nutri- 
tion, we should be attending his funeral not many 


days hence, 
Take music. Music has been called a *‘ bath of 
the soul.’’ How it soothes and tranquillizes ! Music 


is both relaxation and tonic. It iifts men away into 
another world in which they live all too seldom. 
Yet music has its theoretical and difficult side. The 
man who thinks religion difficult studied music when 
in college. He knew the mathematical equivalent in 
air-vibrations of middle **C’’ on the piano. He 
knew the mathematical formula for such intervals as 
the ‘‘third,’’ the ‘fifth,’’ and the ‘‘octave.’’ He 
has forgotten all that,—forgot it promptly after ex- 
amination. Yet that does not interfere with - his 
enjoyment of music. When Paderewski comes to 
town and’ plays the Moonlight Sonata, or Kubelik 
renders Bach’s Aria on the ‘‘G"’ string, our college 
graduate does not concern himself with the theoretical 
side of music. - He does not wish to be intruded upon 
with facts about vibrations of air. It is the music 
that absorbs and thrills him. He has been lifted 
into another world. He is listening to a great soul 
interpreting a greater. He is in a world that makes 
him wonder at his own soul, at God, and at the uni- 
verse God has made ; and he wants to stay in that 
world until the music dies away and the musician 
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and he is left tranquillized and strengthened 
for the realities of life. 

Now, religion in the same way has its theoretical 
side. Like every other part of our life, it has its 
realm of explanation. and question. This is called 
‘theology.’ Theology is simply a sober attempt to 
give a rational account to one’s self of the facts of 
religious experience. When the man who thinks 
religion difficult objects to theology as such, one feels 
like asking him, ‘*Do you object to physiology and 
mathematics also?’’ The human mind can never be 
prohibited from busying itself with the great problems 
which grow out of any part of its life, least of all the 
problems growing out of its religious life and experi- 
ence. These problems are real, There is the prob- 
lem of God, the mode of his existence, the nature of 
his attributes, the relation in which he stands to the 
universe which he has made, There is the problem 
of the world, the relationship of such a divine begin- 
ning and support as religion requires, to that natural 
unfolding of which -‘‘evolution’’ so confidently 
speaks. There is the problem of the Bible, its source, 
the history of its books, the interpretation of its parts. 
There is the problem of prayer,—how what happens 
when we pray stands related to what would have been 
had we not prayed, in the mind of God and in the 
order of the world; for about these two points all 
the difficulties regarding prayer revolve. ‘There is 
the problem of the Lord Jesus Christ, his classifica- 
tion in the order of being, the mode of his birth, the 
nature of his resurrection, the mystery of his relation- 
ship to men and women, who are as certainly depen- 
dent on him for spiritual life as they are independent 
in their power to forsake him, thwart him, and crucify 
him afresh. These are a few of the problems of re- 
ligion, and at the root of each one lies that funda- 
mental problem of the relation of the natural to the 
supernatural which, so far as one can see, is as un- 
imaginable and inconceivable as it is certain and 
real, Our souls are our own: that is as sure as our 
moral nature, Yet we are with equal certainty de- 
pendent on a power beyond ourselves. To question 
that, to doubt’ that the power of our every thought 
comes ultimately from God is, by making ourselves 


‘self-subsistent, to make ourselves gods, Now, what 


is ‘an ‘‘independence’’ which is ‘dependent’’ ? 


And what is a ‘*dependence’’ which is ‘*indepen- 


dent’’ ? Who will resolve an antinomy like this? 
Yet both independence and dependence are real. 
They meet in life’ To deny either is to subvert 
morals on the one hand or religion on the other. 

The problems growing out of religion are difficult. 
They are so difficult that some people have committed 
intellectual suicide by resolving that all mental effort 
on things religious is fruitless and all mental clearness 
impossible. They are mistaken. They are to be 
pitied. They lose both joyful conviction and the 
power to help others. One will not permanently help 
others out of confusion who refuses to take account of 
the problems of religion : nor will he enter into the 
strength which is released when the processes of the 
mind ratify the deeper deliverances of the life. Let 
men think more on the theoretical side of religion. 
Let them. throw aside shallow ‘‘ pragmatism’’ and 
believe in their endowment. But let two fundamen- 
tal things be ever clearly in mind : first, that the real 
is not limited to the comprehensible, , ard second, 
that thinking about religion, however thorough and 
successful, és not religion. It is no more religion than 
physiology is food or physics music, Religion is 
experience. 

And so the fact of God becomes religion to me 
not when I try to understand all about God, but when, 
on the threshold of life with the curtain down, walk- 
ing, it may be, out on some sweet country road, I lift 
up my heart to God, feel the energy of his fellowship, 
and realize him to be my friend who knows the end 
trom the beginning. Only through the work of Jesus 
Christ his Son is this made fully possible for me ; 


and sooner or later, to know the simplicity and won-’ 


der of the power of God in my life, I must find him 
in Jesus as my Saviour. Why this is necessary, and 


_ how Christ accomplishes it for me, I need not under- 


stand ; but I may in confidence commit my whole life 
to him for its saving and keeping ; and then salvation 
becomes my experience. The inspiration of the Bible 
becomes religion to me not when I fully understand and 
formulate it, but. when I begin to reverence the Bible, 
open my nature to its light, let it make me pure and 
true and good within, The déity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ becomes religion to me not when I fully classify 
him in the order of being, but when I submit to him 
my standards, let him diptate my motives, let him lay 
his authoritative hand upaf my life. Problems take 
second place when I become religious. The only real 
problem becomes the moral and spiritual life within. 
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Is that problem simple? It can be solved. It has 
been solved for men whose minds have been hope- 
lessly confused and wandering. It is solved by con- 
sent to Christ's realized truth and glory. It is solved 
by obedience to what he ordains. It is solved by a 
cry of submission and longing to him who said cen- 
turies ago, ‘‘Call on me in the day of trouble, and I 
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me."’ 


















Not Sinless, but Kept from Sinning 

How much power over sin does Christ claim to 
have? How far may we go in claiming his power in 
this life? At once these questions bring us into the 
problem of the sinless life; and on this subject the 
New Testament is very clear and outspoken. A reader 
in Massachusetts states the problem interestingly : 

If, for you and me, to live és Christ, must we not be sinless? 
I cannot conceive of a sinful Saviour. Understand, please, I 
do not mean we may never make mzstakes ; but if we are dead 
to sin,—crucified on His cross,—and are alive, a new creation 
in him, must we not be'frée from the curse ? 

We may indeed be absolutely free in Christ, now 
and here, from the evil power of sin. Not merely 
from the eternal death penalty of sin did Jesus come 
to free us, but also to set us free from our séms, our 
sinning. That is what his name means: ‘‘ JESUS; 
for it is he that shall save his people from their séns."' 
And his salvation is not limited, partial, or incom- 
plete. It is as complete in deliverance from present 
sinning as from eternal punishment through sin. Only 
our unsurrender or unbelief can prevent this. Yet this 
completeness of release from the power of sin does 
not mean our sinlessness, as is shown from Scripture 
at the close of this article. 

‘« The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made 
me free from the law of sin and of death.’’ Sin 
ceases to be a law to us, sin. loses all its power, its 
authority over us, when we are, up to our light, com- 
pletely yielded to and trusting in the [aw of the Spirit 


of life in Christ Jesus. This almost unbelievable’truth . 


has become an unspeakably glorious fact in the lives 
of those who surrender all to Christ and believe all 
of Christ. Many a sincere disciple of Christ, trusting 
him completely for salvation in the next world, has 
one day been awakened to the marvelous power over 
sin in ¢his life, realized in complete deliverance from 
the law of sin, that is ours in Christ. And many 
another disciple of Christ, though undoubtedly saved 
for the life to come, is nevertheless living to-day in 
bondage to the law of sin because failing to recog- 
nize and yield wholly to the full power of Christ in 
the present life. 

What occurs, when the complete emancipation 
from the law of sin takes place, would seem to be 
somewhat as follows : 

We are, in and of ourselves, hopelessly saturated 
with sin and bound utterly by its power. The Holy 
Spirit shows us this, So we ask Ged to do away with 
us, to crucify us, to put us to death, in order that He 
who is already our Saviour may literally fill us with 
himself, enter and occupy the place where self has 
been, replace us with himself, so that he, and he alone, 
even Christ, shall be our life. . God does this ; and 
then, to us, fo five is Christ. 

Then comes to pass the supernatural mystery of 
which Paul and John write, ‘I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me.’’ ‘*And ye know that he was manifested 
to take away sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever 
abideth in him sinneth not,’’ .** Whosoever is begot- 
ten of God doeth no sin, because. his seed abideth in 
him: and. he cannot sin, because he is begotten of 
God."’ ‘*We know that. whosoever is begotten of 
God sinneth not; but he that was begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and the evil one toucheth him not,’’ 

This sinless and unsinning Life, begotten of God, 
yet belonging to us and constituting our life, is Christ. 
When our life is only and wholly Christ,—as it can 
be whenever self is dead and.we trust him completely, 
—then we are kept completely from sinning, even as 
Christ cannot sin. ‘In him is no. sin. Whoso- 
ever abideth in him sinneth not." And we may live 
always in Christ's life of unbroken freedom from sin. 
This is pledged to.us in his New Testament... Either 
it is true, or we have an insufficient Saviour, only 
partially able to cope with the power of sin in human 
lives. But thanks be to God, our Saviour is not in- 
sufficient ; he is infinitely more than sufficient to 
overcome all the sin of the universe. 


Some. years, 
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How, then, does it happen that one who has thus, 
by surrender, crucifixion, death, in faith received 
Christ as the whole and unsinning Life, ever sins 
again? May it not-be that we sin use our dead 
self rises from the dead, as it were, and resists our 


ind Christ, contesting with Christ the occu- 
pancy mastery of our life? Just how this occurs, 


and why it oceurs, may perhaps be a part of the awful 
mystery of sin that we cannot in this life comprehend, 
But it does occur,—though it neéd not. While we 
remain dead, dead to sin, our life hid with Christ in 
God, then our only life is begotten of God and cannot 
sin, When our dead self rises and reasserts itself 
against Christ, we sin. It is not the Christ-Life in us 
sinning; that cannot sin. It is the old life, which is 
wholly and hopelessly sinful, that thus dares to sin 
against God. And apparently to the end of our 
human lifetime this crucified dead self cam thus re- 
turn to life and assert its sinning powers. This is our 
sinful nature; and while it may lie quiescent in death 
as Christ leads us always in triumph, nevertheless we 


_ are to remember that it is always with us, and that our 


only hope against its power and poison is our cease- 
= dependence, in faith, upon Christ as our whole 
ife. 

Because this sinful self, though dead, is always 
present with us as a possible malefactor, John himself 
reminds us that ‘‘if we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.’’ We, 
that is, our sinful natures, are not sinless; but Christ 
is sinless, and we may have Christ as our whole and 
only active Life. 

So God offers us in his Son Jesus Christ a life of 
unbroken victory, the joy of unhindered freedom from 
the evil power of sin, What witnesses Christ can make 
of us when we let him reveal himse?f in us in the full 
meaning of his precious, holy name, JEsus ! 
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The Liquor Tax, and Pensions 

Is it ever right to receive money from those who 
are in any way doing wrong? The question must be 
answered in many everyday relationships of life, It 
confronts a veteran soldier in Kansas, who writes : 

Tam an old soldier, and have been drawing a pension for 

I wish to know, your opinion, as to the moral 
effects of its continuance. | Or, ‘to put it in anothér way : ‘The 
gocnennaett secures a revenue from the liquor traffic of several 

undred millions of dollars, which is used, of course, for the 
running of the government and paying pensions, etc. Am I 
in any way partaker of the government's sin by accepting a 
pension ? 

We are all of us partakers in our government's sins, 
When we recognize this more vividly, and share the 
burden of these sins more definitely in prayer and 
other service, the government's sins will grow less. 

But if it is wrong for this veteran to receive a pen- 
sion from a government that licenses the liquor traffic, 
it was equally wrong to receive pay from the govern- 
ment during actual service in time of war. And 
every salaried government official, clerk, and other 
employee in the federal service to-day is doing the 
same wrong, from President Taft down. Moreover, 
if it is wrong to receive money from the government 
while the licensed liquor traffic continues, it is, by the 
same principle, wrong to ‘receive money from the 
government while the government does wrong at any 
other point in its entire official policy. In other 
words, one could then conscientiously receive money 
only from a morally perfect government. And this 
principle would equally bar one from receiving money 
from any business institution that was not, in every 
detail of its policy, also morally perfect. 

Such a principle is not laid upon us while we must 
live and work in a world in which sin is at large. It 
is often our duty to co-operate with others, even 
though we know that at certain points they are habit- 
ually doing wrong. It is not necessarily a Christian 
clerk’s duty, for example, to resign from a business 
establishment whose policy he cannot approve in 
every detail, provided he believes that the general 
purpose and policy of the house are what they should 
be, —though circumstances might arise when a single 
detail of wrong-doing was such that it woudd plainly 
be his duty to sever his connection. It is never our 
duty to be affiliated with a business or institution 
whose chief reason for existence is a wrong one. The 
chief. business of the United States Government is not 
wrong-doing, even though -it includes wrong lines of 
action. The chief business of a brewery, on the other 
hand, is wrong-doing. It will be a blessed day when 
the United States ceases to receive revenue from the 
licensed liquor traffic. But until then, to receive asalary 
or a pension from the government is not to be viewed 
as equivalent to receiving a salary or a pension from 
the liquor business. 
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A> Little ‘Shepherd of Bethlehem 
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By Annie Trumbull Slosson 








OU see his folks were Second Advent people, 
what we call here in Francony for short, Second- 
Ads, just as.we call the Congregationals Congoes, 
And of course they were always talking of the next 
coming of Christ, looking forward to it, preparing for 
it. David heard that kind of talk as soon as he ever 
took notice of anything. His father and mother, 
Veramus Richardson and his wife, were members -of 
the Advent church under Elder Spooner, and took 
David to meeting regular when he wasn’t much more 
than a baby, They both died though, within a few 
tiays of each other, that dreadful winter when the 
fever was here and cut off so many, David was only 
about ten or eleven, I forget exactly. His Grand- 
mother Smith took him then, She was his mother’s 
mother, ’Rius Smith’s widow, a good woman,. but 
not used to children nor much set on them. She 
gave him plenty to eat, kept him warm and clothed, 
and thought that was all she was called on to do. — So 
he was a lonesome little fellow always. 

They didn't live right in the village, but out on that 
crossroad leading off from the lower Bethleliem road. 
There wasn't any house nigh them and no neighbors’ 
children to play with. Sometimes he went to the 
little district school, quite a ways off, but not much in 
winter because of the snow and cold, and it didn't 
keep summers. He'd learnt to read before his pa 
and ma died, and he was pretty smart for his age. 
That is, in most ways. But in some things he was 
like a baby, believing the queerest things as if he 
hadn't a mite of. sense. But I always think that was 
mostly because nobody talked with him or listened to 
his talk. I don't suppose many folks stop to think 





_tion that the Lord when he came was coming just 


exactly the way he came before, a little baby and in 
the winter time ! , 

."Twas natural, after all, I suppose. Everybody had 
told him all his life that he was coming again ; and 
they’ d told him, and he'd read about it, how he came 
that first time. How was he to know that this second 
coming was to be any different? I don’t suppose 
anybody knows ‘all about it certain, ’tany rate, J 
didn’t, - That was: why I never tried to set him right 


‘that first time.. And afterward, as I got to know more 


' 


how much you pick up just that way, hearing other 


people's ideas, having your own holdings set right 


ind your questions answered. And I don't believe | 
Mrs, Smith ever” talked ‘with David, ever spoke hith 


more than-to tell him-to do or. not to do something, 
ask’ if he'd wiped his feet or washed his hands, or 
something like that. 


E was a great thinker, You could see that just by 
looking at him, by that deep, kind of way-off look 
in his grayish eyes, and his,not seeming to take 

notice of the things right round him. The inside of his 
mind or head, or wherever the thinking part is kept, 
was off somewheres, you couldn't guess where. But 
there wasn’t anybody. to take much notice of that, or 
to worry over it, or try to find out what his tHinking 
meant. That was why none of us understood for the 
longest time. If we had, may be,—but then perhaps 
it all had to be, and it may have. been better just as 
it was. I always stopped and spoke to David when I 
met him in the road or at the post-office or. store, and 
sometimes I'd.,continue to have.a,.mite of talk with 
him. Bimeby I began to notice queer things he'd 
say, I couldn't sense them exactly, but after a spell I 
put things together, and pretty soon I got hold of an 
idea that turned out to be the truth. 

David Richardson had heard so much of our ‘Lord’ s 
second coming, that of course he believed in it with all 
his might. But having nobody to talk things over 
nor explain it to him he'd figured it out in his poor, 
shut-up little mind and got it all wrong,—or what 
most of us would call wrong any way. I remember 
plain the first time I really decided just what he held. 
I'd heard him say things before that made me suspect 
this, but this time I felt sure. He'd sometimes speak 
about Jesus’ coming back and how he'd like to see 
him, and how good to him he meant to be ; and he'd 
say he wished it didn’t have to be in the winter time, 
particular such snowy winters as we had up here, and 
why did I think he always had to come in the winter, 
and soon. That sounded queer, and I couldn't first- 
off take in what he meant. 


UT one day when I cameacross him sitting on the 
stone wall by Peabody's pasture lot he spoke 
plainer and I began to see. When he got to talk- 

ing about the cold and the stiow, and how bad you'd 
think it would be for such a small, little soft creetur', 
und-what could be done to keep it warm and cémfort- 
able, and about why couldn’ t the Wise-men fetch wrap- 
pings and such instead of their spices and all that, why 
I couldn’ t’help understanding. © Just ‘think, was there 
ever such an idea in anybody's head before ? :.-That 
po ' nesome little fellow had somehow got tité no- 


Fores I didn’t try very hard, I own, 


and more what he was thinking and planning and ex- 
pecting, why, —well, I just couldn't. It was so beauti- 
ful, so dreadful interesting, and, above all, such a 
comfort to that poor, left- alone, little boy, that I 
hadn't the heart to set him right or do. away with it. 
I did sometimes use Bible words to him, such as that 
about the Lord coming in glory with the angels, and 
to that he said, yes, there'd be angels all right, there 
was afore, and when I spoke about his coming in 
power to judge the quick and the,dead he said, yes, 
‘course he'd grow up to that part. Nothing seemed 
to shake what he held ; everything I said, whether 
from the Bible or wise folks’ talk, only made him 
surer he was right. 


*Twas a beau- 
tiful, a heavenly, story and, truth is, I wanted to be- 
lieve it myself. Just think of it a minute. This 

world to have one more chance! Chance to set right 

its awful, awful. mistake of years ago ; chance to take 
him in, to love him from the very beginning, care for 
him, follow him, and oh, to have the chance of seeing 
that Scriptur’ story instead of reading it, watching 
that boy growing up, that man teaching, curing, sav- 
ing, suffering, But no, he wouldn't suffer-this time, 


,for, we wouldn't let him; he wouldn't-be put-to death, 


for——but dear, dear ! what am I saying? He not die! 
Then what, what in the world would become_of us? 
No, I see ; it had to be that other way. 

But still, I say again, David's story was beautiful, 
beautiful. I wish you could have heard him telling 
it. I can’t give you much idea how it sounded in his 
little country-boy talk, his big grayish eyes looking right 
into my face, shining with hope, his plain, freckled 
little face, nigh to handsome it was, so lit up with joy- 
fulness and perfect sureness of what he was telling. 

It was to be on Christmas, of course. For the boy 
said that was Jesus’ day and couldn't never be 
changed. And where was it to be? I asked him. 

‘*Why, in Bethlehem, o’ course,'’ says David. 
And I saw that he meant our own New Hampshire 
little town of Bethlehem, so near by. 

‘* And will you go to see him ?"’ I asked. 

‘«Why, ‘course I shall,’’ he says, ‘‘for you know 
I'll be one o’ the very first to know all about it, to 
know what's happened."’ 


HEN it came out that he'd got it into his queer 
little head that he must be one of the shepherds 
keeping their flocks and hearing the angel tell 

those tidings of great joy. 

‘I guess there was boys with 'em that time,'’’ he 
said ; ‘*there’s going to be one there now, any way.”’ 
And he went on; ‘‘I’m real glad they named me 
David, like that other boy who minded his father’s 
sheep, you know, and told afterward about the Lord 
being #2s shepherd.”’ 

But now came out the thing that worried the boy 
most of all. How was he to be a shepherd? There 
wa’'n’t many sheep kept round there in these days. 
And the few there were didn’t need a shepherd. 
They lived in the pasture lots in the summer time, 
and were shut up in the winter, I saw how dreadful 
David felt about this, and-I tried.to help him, telling 
him that that part of the other story might be left out, 
that there wasn’t really any need of shepherds for this 
coming of the Lord, at any rate of out-door shepherds 
in our cold climate in the middle of winter. I see 
right off that wouldn't do. He was terrible worked 
up’ over it, seemed that the shepherd and sheep part 
of the story was the part he was most seton. His 
little face got red, his eyes were teary, and his voice 
sort of shook as he says, 

**Oh, ‘there's gof'to be shepherds, and I*must be 
ene of'em. ‘Al my born days, Miss Viny, I’ ve lotted 
on bein’ with’ them’ shepherds that night, all seated 


on the ground, as the hymn says, and then seein’ the 
light a shinin’ and hearin’ that singin’ in thesky. Oh, 
I must be a shepherd boy, and I must be right there !"’ 

Now, though David didn't talk free about his queer 
ideas and holdings to hardly anybody but me, he 
couldn't help letting out things sometimes that showed 
what he was thinking about, and folks got to talking. 
Most of them held he was just a little ‘‘off,'’ maybe 
from hearing so much Advent talk, and some held he 
never was more than half-witted. He went to meet- 
ing and Sunday-school regular, but he was a bashful 
boy and easy scared, so he didn’t talk out to the 
minister or his teacher, and they only thought he was 
stupid. Elder Spooner talked to him sometimes, but 
the boy was so scared he didn’t say much, and the 
Elder, knowing he belonged to good Advent folks, 
didn’t worry about him. But when he was nigh thir- 
teen, soon after I'd begun to talk with him and learn 
his ideas, old Mrs. Smith, his grandmother, died. I 
don’t really think it was a very big sorrow to David. 
She wasn't exactly a likeable person, and hadn't even 
took much pains to get his love. To be sure, she was 
his last and only relation, and he was left alone in 
the world, as you might say. But the fact is he was 
so wrapped up in this one notion of his, living in it, 
expecting and hoping and looking ahead, that noth- 
ing else appeared to trouble him or even please him 
very much. 

Mrs, Smith owned the little place they lived in, and 
it came to David. So he stayed on there, and Martha 
Priest moved in with her little girl and lived in the 
downstairs part and saw to the boy. And I kept run 
of him, having got real fond of the boy, dreadful in- 
terested in his notions and liking to hear about them. 
He was always ready to talk to me, and lots of times 
I'd Iet my housework go for hours and sit listening to 
that boy's talk. Somehow'I never read ‘noWw about 
the old prophets and what they said about the One who 
was to come, but what I think of the little Francony 
boy and his sayings. He used Bible words mixed with 
his own country talk, for he knew Scriptur’ by heart, 
particular all the parts about the Lord’s coming. 


IN’T those mountains beautiful?*’ I'd say as 
we sat on the doorstep nigh sundown and 
looked over to Lafayette and the Haystack. 

‘‘Yes, they be,’’. he says, ‘‘ but just think how 
beautiful on them mountains will be the feet of that 
mite of a baby that’s comin’ to. bring us good 
tidin’ s.’ 

He ’ most always talked of Him as a baby, and his 
voice was so softly and loving and.kind of longing 
whenever he spoke about it. 

Bimeby it came to me that he was afraid to look 
much further ahead than the baby part of the Lord's 
life. The suffering, lonesome, dying part he cou!dn't 
stand even to think about. Sometimes he'd whisper, 
‘* Mebbe, just mebbe, ’ twill end up diffe’ nt this time. 
He died for us once, youknow. Don't yous’ pose that 
will do for always? Won't it last forever’n ever ?"’ 

And I'd hurry to say it would, forever and ever and 
ever, and remind him how the dear Lord himself 
said, ‘‘ It is finished,’’ 

But the worry and the scare often came back, The 
shepherd part pestered him too. Here it was fall, the 
leaves turning red and yellow and brown, and at 
Christmas the child was to come. Where were the 
sheep for the little shepherd boy to watch by night ? 


SAID he didn’t talk much to any one but me, but 
he couldn’ t leave out his great expecting in what he 
ever said to anybody. Soa sort of notion of what 

he was looking ahead to got ’round. Some laughed at 
it, but I will say, most all the folks was nice about it 
and careful not to hurt the boy's feelings or show him 
they didn’t take any stock in his plans. You see 
people liked him, he was such a pleasant spoken, 
obliging, gentle little fellow and not very strong in his 
body. I don’t think any of them really understoox 

Lots of them thought he wanted to have a sort o1 
play and go over the Christmas story, kind of act it 
out, you know, like the tableaux and scenes at Sun- 
day-school gatherings. And they were willing to 
help him do it. He'd talked with me about the 
manger where the ba_.,lay in that first coming, and 
had gone himself to Endch Staples, whose farm was 

(Continued on page 762) 
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A Syrian Girl in an Arab Massacre 


Beginning Layyah Barakat’s Story of Her Life 
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BOUT eighteen miles southeast of Beyrout, beau- 
tifully situated on the slopes of Mount Lebanon, 
lies the little town of Abeih, where I was born. 

Back of the village is the high mountain called Me- 
taiyar, or ‘‘ the flyer,’’ from whose top, so the village 
people say, one can see on a clear night the lights of 
the island of Cyprus.: It seems.to rise sheer out of 
the sea, so high is it as you ascend, and the blue 
waters are spread out, as it were, at your feet, far, far 
below. ; 

You have an idea in this country that every wan- 
derer from the Orient, every Eastern vagabond you 
see, can be called an Arab. This is not true. The 
real Americans to-day are what are called the Indians, 
whom your ancestors drove as far away as. they could 
when they arrived from different parts of Europe. 
You are the American people to-day, and they are the 
poor forsaken Indians, and what you do for them you 
call.** missionary work,’’ So it was with my people. 
The Arabs came te my country and subdued all under 
their power. My people are not Arabs; they are the 
descendants of the Phoenicians who received Chris- 
tianity from the teachings of the apostles. 

My family were the devoutest of Maronites. The 
Maronites represent the early Syrian Christians, and 
are descended from the followers of St. John Maron, 
who.established the Greek Catholic church. on Mount 
Lebanon in the seventh century under the direction 
of the Patriarch of Antioch. In the twelfth cen- 
tury the Maronites gave over their allegiance to the 
Roman church, of which to-day they are a sect. My 
father was descended from the earliest settlers of 
Abeih, the Alkazin family, who had come to the vil- 
lage’ from northern Lebanon. My mother was a 
native of. the same section. She was married. to: my 
father when she was ‘very young, and though she 
never had a nrodern education, according to the ctis- 
tom with girls in her youth she was well trained and 
well bred and well brought up. 


Bringing Christ to the Land of the Bible 

I was born some years after the missionaries had 
established their work in Abeih, although they had 
been in Beyrout many years before that. You may 
say that in my native land there is ‘no crooked way”’ 
to be made straight, for Syria was the land of the 
Bible. It is true that from my country your ancestors 
received the light of the gospel; there was no race 
under heaven that was more degraded, that lived in 
deeper heathen darkness, or that needed more the 
power of the gospel than the Anglo-Saxon race. It 
was fromi my country that the missionaries of the 
Cross went to your heathen ancestors and Christian- 
ized them and made you what you are to-day. Ameri- 
can Christianity is simply the fruit of foreign mission 
work, But when my country was flourishing under 
the shadow of the gospel there began the persecution 
by the Arabs. ‘The followers of the prophet Moham- 
med came to my people with the power of the sword 
in one hand and the Koran in the other. 

They not only compelled the Syrians to read the 
Koran rather than the Bible; they compelled us to 
adopt the language of the Koran, and our old Syro- 
Chaldean became a dead language. Many of our 
people gave their lives as martyrs for Christianity; 
many ran away to other lands, We who were left 
under the shadow of the sword opened our eyes to find 
ourselves in a worse condition than the heathen. 
You need only recall the facts of history to realize the 
truth of this. We knew that Christianity originated 
in our land, but, alas ! it was swept away as the ages 
rolled, and the Mohammedan religion became the 
national faith. We knew that our fathers had laid 
down their lives for Christ's sake, but the story of it 
remained with us as a romance out of the past. 

In our need we cried to God, and though the cry 
was from darkness and ignorance he heard us. In 
due time the American missionaries came to us from 
their glorious land.. They came to us in their native 
costume, speaking their queer language, showing to 
our astonished eyes-all the American peculiarities. 
They were the strangest sight to our people, these 
Americans living among Arabs. Many were the 
stories told about them, and many a native child 
laughed and clapped its hands at sight of a queer hat 
or an odd dress. 


As we watch the Turkish crisis, can we see the hand 
of the God of nations in the Balkan arms and the 
cholera scourge that now confront Mohammedan- 
ism, and do we recall the word of the Master, “* for 
all they that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword’’? But the great God who takes up the 
nations as a very little thing also takes thought for 
the weakest individual life hidden away in the 
world’s turmoil. This is the message of the life 
story of Layyah Barakat, who twice came through 
the horrors of a Mohammedan massacre—once 
as a child of three and again as a mother. One 
purpose of the Father’s care for this Syrian child 
of his seems to have been that she might bring a 
message from him to America. Parts of her story, 
just published in book form, will be given to the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. May her 
message strengthen us to renewed faith in the great 
Shepherd of the sheep. 





‘¢ Those queer Americans! Why are they coming 
to our country ?'’ was the query of the village women 
of Abeih. ‘* What do they want of us? Say, Elisa- 
beth, did you hear? Why, I was told last night that 
those foreigners had no bones in them!’’ After 
such an announcement, it was not. strange that some 
of the wondering women tried to hold the hands: of 
the foreigners to see whether they had bones or not. 

The missionaries could not reach the grown people. 
In studying the situation they decided to start their 
work from the educational:side. ‘If we touch the 
children of Syria to-day,’’ they said, ‘‘ we shall have 
Christian men and women in the future.’’ ‘So they 
started schools in the cities of the seacoast, in the 
villages of Mount Lebanon, One of the first mission 
stations was my village of Abeih. My people began 
to open their eyes, to wonder why the foreigners were 
educating their children. In those days you might 
have traveled for miles in the mountains without 
meeting any one who could read or write, until you 
chanced upon an old sheikh, with his inkhorn proudly 
carried in his girdle to show that he had a rare gift 
possessed by few. Now the foreigners were coming, 
trying to give that rare gift even to the little children. 
Their purpose was beyond comprehension. 


Should the Baby Girl be Saved? 

At last some of the wise men thought they had 
solved the problem. ‘‘ The foreignérs have not chil- 
dren enough in the New World, and are coming to 
steal our children and ship them to their country. If 
the children go to them and they like them, they will 
scribble a paper in their queer language over their 
heads and pour on it some sort of liquid they brought 
with them, and touch a match to it, and in this way 
bewitch them and make them fly over the great water 
to the New World.’’ So my simple-hearted, super- 
Stitious people thought and believed. ‘‘Be very 
careful and hide your children away,’’ the wise men 
said. Against such odds the missionaries labored. 

The year 1860 was made memorable in Syria by the 
terrible massacre of the ‘‘ Nazara,’’ as Christians of 
all sects and denominations are called. The upris- 
ings of the Druzes [a Mohammedan sect, an offshoot 
from the orthodox religion of Islam] are always directed 
against the ‘‘ Nazara."’ In this year it was worse than 
ever before, starting from Damascus and spreading all 
over the mountains of Lebanon, The Druzes were our 
neighbors all about us; it was the followers of Mo- 
hammed against the followers of the Nazarene. When 
the firing and shooting broke out in Abeih,. my father 
and mother and the six children of us, like many 
others of the village people, left our pleasant home 
and all that we had and made.our escape to Beyrout, 
knowing that at the foreign legations there would be 
the only relief that would come from other nations, 

My mother carried my little brother, a baby less 
than a year old, and as I was only between three and 
four years old and could not run so fast as the others, 
my oldest sister.carried me. Occasionally they would 
change, and my mother would carry me. . Behind us 
and all around us were the shooting and the firing. I 


was a heavy load ; some of the neighbors urged my 
mother to leave me behind, ‘* Lay her by the way- 
side,’’ they said, ‘Let her die. She is nothing but 
a girl. Try and save the boy if you can, but leave 
Layyah, the weak-eyed, by the wayside. Anyway, if 
she dies she'll go to heaven, because she is a child 
and has not known sin.’’ But mother refused, say- 
ing, ‘* Either I live with her or die with her.’’ 

At last she was met in the way by a Druze, fully 
armed. He stripped her of all the jewels she had, 
and as he had no time to unbraid the gold dangles 
that were plaited in her hair, he cut off hair and all. 
In the massacres they did not kill women ; they were 
after men. When he had taken what he could he 
left us, and we went on, running among the rocks 
and the mountains, hungry and weary, barefooted 
and half-naked, with the shooting and firing all 
around us. Yet through it all my precious mother 
carried the little girl in her bosom. ; 

Finally we came to the seacoast at Moallakah, and 
near here my father was wounded by a bullet from 
the hand of an enemy, and left us to throw himself 
into the Mediterranean Sea, where he. hoped to con- 
ceal his flight by swimming. My eldest brother went 
with him. The rest of us kept on with mother to 
Beyrout. When at last we reached it we found the 
foreign legations opening their gates to provide shel- 
ter for the refugees, and we found our haven under 
the shadow of the stars and stripes. 

The Missionary’s Religion 

Though the American missionaries had no build- 
ings in which te lodge the people who thronged in, 
they sheltered them under the trees in the compound. 
Hundreds of Lebanon mountaineers found refuge and 
peacethere. The missionaries at the same time wrote 
té America and England soliciting help, and began to 
feed the souls and bodies of thé poor creatures who 
had taken refuge under their protection. 

At the time of the massacre the New Testament in 
Arabic was two weeks out of the press, translated for 
the most part by Dr. Eli Smith, and after his death 
completed by our dear old Dr. Cornelius Van Dyck, 
who had come to New York and made the types and 
returned to Beyrout where the book was printed. It 
was first introduced to many of our people while they 
were refugees under the trees of the mission com- 
pound, In some small degree we began to realize 
that the foreigners were not giving us a new religion ; 
it was the same dear old religion that our fathers had 
laid down their lives for, and for whose sake their de- 
scendants were even that day suffering persecution. 
But we hated the Arabs and the language of the 
Koran, and we could not understand how God would 
allow the Bible to be put in the language of the Koran. 

The massacre lasted for some time. Many days 
passed, and still we heard nothing from our father 
and brother. At last they came, but my father hada 
severe cut in his shoulder from a Mohammedan’s 
sword, and a bullet in his back. After some days of 
suffering he died, and mother was left with her chil- 
dren, a widow and penniless. My oldest brother left 
us there in the mission and went to find work in 
Beyrout. We had literally nothing left in the world, 
we who had been used to live in comfort. 

When the hostilities had abated and the country was 
quiet an order came from the Sultan that all those 
who had escaped the massacre should return to their 
respective towns. Under compulsion of the foreign 
powers, A small sum of money was provided for those 
who had lost all they had. Mother took her little 
children and returned to Abeih. Our home was all 
burned down; in fact, the whole village was de- 
Stroyed by fire. On the old homestead we had a 
little hut of a single room built to live in, with a cellar 
beneath, and a kitchen shed across the yard. In the 
one little room, with the hearth in the center, we ate 
and slept and lived. . : - 

Could I have foreseen in those early days, so hum- 
ble, so poor, so often hungry, but always happy as a 
bird, what was to come to me in after years, mother 
would have said, ‘‘ Child, blessed is he and /he only 
who has his feet upon Mount Lebanon."’ With all 
my people, she believed that when Christ should re- 
turn he would first appear on our mountain. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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What We Have Found in : Family Worship 


Glimpses into the inner circle of homes that know the secret of the Lord 








In a Large Family.—Our family consists of father, 
mother, and twelve children, ranging from twenty-three to 
one and a quarter years, ‘There is only one servant, em- 
ployed as cook. Six of the nine children now at home go 
to school, usually walking a mile or more, and have to 
leave home by half-past eight. 

The “ime for our worship is at the breakfast table, be- 
fore, during, or after meals, as necessity or convenience 
requires, : 

The plan is: each of the family, beginning with the 
father, repeats from memory a verse of Scripture, then all 
repeat in concert some portion of Scripture, such as the 
Ten Commandments, the New Commandment, and Christ’s 
summary of the commandments, or a Psalm, such as the 
2d, 15th, roth, or 23d, or a selection from the gospel,— 
John 1: 1-14 or the 13th chapter of First Corinthians 
(numbers of other Scriptures will doubtless occur to Bible 
readers), Sometimes we read or hear read the Sunday- 
school lesson-text or the Daily Readings. We then repeat 
in concert the Lord’s Prayer. Sometimes this is followed 
by a short prayer led by the father, When other duties 
and engagements do not push it out, we get together once 
a week and study the Sunday-school lesson, each using his 
or her own Bible, and close with a prayer, usually led by 
the father. 

The éenefits are numerous: A coming together of the 
family before separatimg for the day’s work. ‘Tendency to 
systematize home life by causing all who are not sick to 
rise at a uniform hour. Opportunity to have the boys 
memorize daily one of Solomon’s proverbs as a foundation 
for correct business principles in after life. ‘Tendency to 
restrain hasty words and tempers. Recognition of God 
and our dependence on him as the first duty of the day. 
Training of the little ones to memorize Scripture, to be- 
come accustomed to hearing their own voice in worship, 
to recite in company without confusion, Fixing in the 
children’s mind and memory a few of the great fundamental 
truths of Christianity as preparation for the work of the 
Holy Spirit on the inner life.—An Attorney-at-Law. 


Ina German-American Professor’s Home.—The family 
consists, of father, mother, and three children. Our work 
begin. at 7 A:M., consequently our morning devotional 
exercises are very brief. As soon as the family cgn be 
gotten together, preferably right after breakfast, the father 
offers a short prayer, all kneeling, which is‘followed by a 
memory prayer by each of the two younger children, This 
takes about three minutes, 

In the evening more time, generally from ten to fifteen 
minutes, is taken. The evening meal finished, Bibles are 
brought to all but the baby. A Bible story is usually read, 
following the order of some book of the Old or New Testa- 
ment, each member reading a verse at a time in rotation. 
The story having been read, a few minutes are devoted to 
reviewing the same and emphasizing its moral and religious 
lessons, Then several verses or an entire hymn, which 
has been previously committed to memory, is sung, after 
which the father (or mother) leads in prayer, closing with 
the Lord’s Prayer, in which all join. 

Occasionally the reading of the Scripture is dispensed 
with for a week, and the time is devoted to committing new 
hymns to memory. On Saturday evening the Sunday- 
school lesson is read and commented upon,—our Sunday- 
school Home Department. On Sunday evening the order 
is again changed. Instead of reading from the Bible, a 
psalm or some other passage of Scripture is recited in uni- 
son from memory, after which a hymn is sung, and the 
family kneels in prayer; all but the baby, who repeats her 
evening prayer from memory, offer a short prayer. 

Some of the blessings: A cheerful, healthy, natural re- 
ligious atmosphere pervading our home. The religious 
life of our children guided, nourished, and evidently ripen- 
ing into a rich fruitage. Our devotions being conducted 
entirely in the German language, they have, incidentally, 
been a most effective help in keeping our children in touch 
with the mother tongue of their grandparents. 


A New Year’s Start.—Previous to January 1, 1912, 
family worship had not been ebserved in my home. neither 
had — practise of asking God’s blessing before each 
meal, 

On the evening of December 31, 1911, as the result of 
much thought and prayer, I made public in our regular 
Christian Endeavor meeting my intention of beginning. on 
the morrow both these forms of worship. I then askedall 
present who had not already made this a practise to start 
with me in the reverent observance of these two means of 
grace. 

I stated that I believed the institution of the family altar 
to be a sacred duty in every home, no matter whether there 
were young children or not, for in no other way, so it 
seemed to me, could we come so close to God or partake 
so freely of the store of strength and courage that he alone 
can give us. 

I urged, too, that it be given a trial in the homes where 
perhaps only a son and a daughter were Christians, while 
the parents were unsaved, as it seemed to me that the 





A well-known Sunday-school leader was visiting in a 
home where he read on a text-card: *‘ Jesus Christ is 
the unseen guest in this home.” ‘1 didn’t like that,” 
he said ;. ‘I was a guest there too, and how different 
was it when I came to the home where | was master! | 
want Jesus to be absolute Master in my home, with keys 
to all the rooms.” 


In the homes where He is Master, there is sure to be 
the altar for the home worship. And The Sunday School 
Times hopes to be used more than ever for the building 
and sustaining of family altars. Next year the every- 
week t ** For Family Worship” (see page 768) 
will be enlarged. Dr. John Timothy Stone, who con- 
ducts it, will welcome your co-operation in making it a 
forum or clearing house for the readers’ needs and expe- 
riences. If you have any question to ask about family 
worship, please send it in. If you have found any spe- 
cial difficulty or problem in conducting family prayers, 
write briefly and tell about it. Dr. Stone will gladly 
answer such questions if he can. If you have found a 
certain plan or method useful, a brief letter describing it 
will be welcomed, as will your testimony to any particu- 
lar blessing you have had from family worship. Have 
you been able to overcome special difficulties that stood 
in the way,—how did you do it? Letters may be ad- 
dressed to Dr. Stone in care of The Sunday School Times. 

In addition to such messages or questions from the 
readers, Dr. Stone plans to suggest from time to time 
special objects for the intercession of the home circle that 
are of notable importance in the Kingdom. 


The Sunday School Times has in hand many more such 
letters on the blessing of family worship as appear on 
this page, the publication of which will continue in 1913. 
Can you read the experience of your home in these 
testimonies to the unfailing grace of the Father who is 
so worthy of our uttermost devotion ? 








audible reading of the Word and the reverent kneeling in 
prayer could not fail to finally touch hearts that had long 
been closed to the things of God. 

On the morning of January 1, 1912, I began to practise 
what I had preached. 

I did not think it best to make the occasion too formal, 
so I formed the plan of having my wife do the reading of 
the Word for the most part; then, when she has finished, I 
try to explain to the children as plainly as I can whatever 
part I think they have not been able to comprehend fully. 
I then seek to apply its truth to the needs of our every-day 
life. After this we all kneel down, and I first thank God 
for his care over us during the night, and then ask that we 
may be guided by his love during the day, that we may 
treat each other kindly and considerately, and that our in- 
tercourse with others may be marked bya spirit of courtesy 
and gentleness. Of course other things are petitioned for, 
but I seek through all to convey the impression of a loving, 
merciful Lord, who is watching over us constantly, and 
who is pleased when we do well and grieved when we 
do ill, —C. WM. Stevens, South Gilboa, N. Y. 


Her Boys and the Bible.—Four years ago I complained 
to a friend that my boys did not know anything of the 
Scriptures, as I had at their age. She asked if I had Fam- 
ily Worship, and I said **No.’’ She asked if we had had 
it at home when I was a girl, and I said ** Yes.’’ 

*¢ Well, it accounts for it all. You can teach and teach 
children, but it is the daily hearing of it that makes the im- 
pression that sticks.’’ 

I said I could never have it because my husband was 
dead, and I could not bring myself to pray before his mother, 
with whom I live. She said it was not necessary to do 
anything else than to use the Lord’s Prayer. Ihave been 
having ‘‘prayers,’’ as we call it, ever since,,and it has 
helped tremendously. Both my boys are interested, and 
sometimes ask questions while I am reading. Ordinarily 
I use the Home Readings in connection with the Interna- 
tional lessons, as I have a class of boys in Sunday-school. 
It helps me in my daily thought of the lesson. 


For Forty-Six Years.—-We commenced housekeeping 
in July, 1866, and at the close of the first meal of the 
family, set up our family altar, and it has never since that 
time been taken down. 

As my son and myself have been obliged to take early 
trains for New York City, we therefore decided to have 
evening worship at the close of the day, after dinner, when 
we set our chairs back from the table. Then I read either 
from Deuteronomy, Psalms, Isaiah, or the New Testa- 
ment—occasionally giving a word of explanation ; then all 
kneel in prayer, closing with the Lord’s Prayer—always 
inviting the servant in; on Sabbath evenings, in addision, 
I repeat some suitable hymn, for I committed to memory 
over three hundred hymns when I was a child, and they 
often help in the worship. The, whole service takes up 
about ten minutes. If any friends come in during the 
meal, they are asked to remain and unite with us; but, if 











only a visitor has called, the parlor doors are closed until 
our service is through. 

The blessings this service are innumerable. As a 
family, we are united in closest bonds; if any peculiar joy 
or sorrow has come to any one of the group, we either 

ive thanks for the blessing, or ask for divine strength to 
rthe trial, We seek special help for all the hours of 
each ay SF gage from all its dangers; and I always 
seek to breathe the spirit, and often the very words, of the 
aa which I have just been reading, into the prayer I 
er, 

One of the most sacred and precious memories of my 
life, when I was a little child, was in hearing the voices of 
my parents in prayer (for when father was obliged to be 
absent, then our beloved mother always conducted the 
service), and it is a most sacred recollection. 

The prophecy still holds good which.we find in Jeremiah 
10 : 25, ‘* Pour out thy wrath upon the nations that know 
thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name,’’ 
—The late William D, Porter, Summit, N. J. 


Three Times a Day.— Being a minister of the gospel, it 
is of course understood that the family altar is an insepara- 
ble part of the daily life. A little account of a layman’s 
family altar, however, as I was privileged to see it in my 
own home, might be pertinent, 

I spent my boyhood days with my parents on a farm on 
the western plains, to the age of about twenty years. During 
all those days, from the dawn of memory to the time when 
I exchanged experiences on the old farm for those of the 
college and the seminary, I can’t recall a day that father 
did not gather all his loved ones about the family altar three 
times a day, deeming spiritual food me | as important as 
physical. No meal was eaten without first giving thanks 
to the Giver of all, and reading a chapter from his blessed 
Word. ‘This practise was never omitted, whether a neigh- 
bor came to borrow an ax or a shovel, whether the grain 
was white for the harvest, or a dozen men were on the 
place for the threshing season. I remember distinctly how 
one day an ungodly neighbor came just at the close of a 
meal, and was obliged to witness Scripture reading, and 
prayer. This was his comntent; ‘‘I always respect a 
Christian who isn’t,ashamed. of his religion,”’ 

The blessings that came from such home influences :ate 
incalculable. I would not exchange these spiritual influ- 
ences for the richest inheritance the world could give. I 
attribute to this day my obedience to God’s call to the min- 
istry to those early influences of the family altar. To lis- 
ten—as I am privileged to do at long intervals only— to the 
Scripture reading and prayer of my aged parents, is a prec- 
ious benediction indeed. Even the memory .of those 
blessed hours is to my soul like. the refreshing dew of an 
Oriental morning.—/. G. Feucht, Walnut, Lil. 


A Prominent Business Man’s View.—I am persuaded 
that Family Worship has not by any means disappeared 
from the face of the earth, and I trust that the time may 
never come when it shall have done so. And I do not be- 
lieve that there are to any great extent fewer who observe 
it to-day in actual number, and perhaps in proportion to 
the aggregate, than formerly. Personally I have known 
of it constantly for forty years in my own experience, and 
for twenty-five or thirty in that of my parents’ home, and 
would no more think of discontinuing it than of laying aside 
the influence of church and Bible school, I have always 
known it as conducted immediately before the morning 
meal, with the whole family present, even to the servants, 
where they did not object. 

The Scripture lesson used ordinarily has been the daily 
reading of the Sunday-school Jesson. I do not believe that 
the blessings can be estimated or over-estimated, and I am 
much pleased to know that ‘The Sunday School Times is 
agitating the question. 


All as Children Together.— We have a family of five 
children under nine years of age, and find it hard some- 
times to have family prayer ; however, it is the rule in our 
home to have it before my husband goes to the office, about 
8.30. I, or our oldest child, re:d aloud the Lesson Home 
Reading for the day, and parts of interesting articles, such 
as the ‘ Illustration Round-Tfable;’’ or ‘* The Busy Men’s 
Corner,’’ while the others are having breakfast, and then, 
after all repeating the Golden Text for the fodowing Sun- 
day, we kneel, and my husband leads in a short, simple, 
practical prayer, remembering each child by name; we 
join in the Lord’s Prayer at the close; then, with a hur- 
ried kiss, he is off for the day’s work. On Sunday we 
have family worship at noon, varying it by asking each 
other questions (at thé dinner-table) on the Sunday-school 
lesson, and having prayer when we finish dinner. 

The children gain a knowledge of God’s Word, they are 
more reverent, and we all seem as children together, asking 
help from our heavenly Father, and are thus drawn more 
closely together. My husband has remarked several times 
how different incidents and sentences read from the ible 
or the Times have stuck with him through the day, and 
influenced him for good in his work.—A/, Aferrett, Winni- 
peg, Manitoba, 
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(Continued from page 759) 
just across the Bethlehem line, to ask the use of a 
place in his barn for Christmas week. 

', This may sound, the way I'm telling it, what they 
call irreverent, treating sacred things too light. You 
wouldn't have thought that if you had seen and heard 
the boy. He was like a little priest, and his. office 
holy in his own eyes, a young John the Baptist pre- 
paring the way of the He said, in his softly, 
solemn way, that he was going to have that manger so 
dreadful clean, whiter 'n snow, with nice sweet-smellin’ 
hay and clean, shinin’ yellow straw there, for he was 
to get it ready all himself, with his own hands ; no- 
body else should touch it. This may seem silly to 
you, like the notions of a foolish boy lacking in his 
mind, but somehow there was something dreadful 
sweet to me in it, something that fetched home to me 
that first coming of the Son of God as the Scriptur’ 
story itself never had done. 


O see this poor, lonesome little chap, with so little 
learning or bringing up, preparing all by himseif 
for the coming of the baby King, all the rest of 

the folks in the whole world: taking no noiice of what 
was going to happen, how it made me think and 
wonder! Was there maybe one person on the earth 
before that first coming making ready for it? Was 
there maybe more than one? Did they know he 
must lay in a manger, and did they get it ready for 
the Prince of Peace? Well, if there was, not a single 
soul'could have done it with a truer heart or have 
been more in éarnest, fuller of love and hope and ex- 
pecting joy, than this little Francony boy. He even 
got his own self ready. The other boys ‘round there 
looked clean enough Sundays and such times, but they 
dida’ tthink’ twas exactly necessary to be always without 
a mite of dirt, week-days and all. But David wouldn't 
have a speck or spot on his clothes or on himself. 
Arid it was all because of the One he waslooking for. 

‘*T want to be jest as clean as anybody ever can be, 
Miss Viny, afore I see him or come nigh him. It's 
a good while afore he gets here, but you can't begin 
too soon. He'll be so shiny white and clean hisself, 
you know, like a little lamb without a spot, the Bible 
says." Often he'd add on, **’ Course I know the in- 
sidé mist be clean; too, my ‘heart and all that. And 
I' ift” tend’ ‘to‘that part; Miss Viny. ‘I don’t never for- 
get it, you can jest. be’Suré'@ that."' I was sure of it, 
certaih sire, ard 1 knew him better than anybody else. 
He was clean and sweet and true inside and out. 

And by and by the sheep part of the story was 
fixed. Some of the young fellows ’round there heard 
how the boy wanted some in his ‘‘ play actin’ '’—as 
they called it—and, liking the: boy so much, they 
managed itt. They got a sheep and a lamb from 
Enoch Drew, who kept a few over Littleton way, and 
gave them. to David. You never saw a boy more 
pleased ; a gold watch or a horse wouldn't have given 
him a hundredth part of the delight he felt and 
showed out. ‘*1 can bea real shepherd now, Miss 
Viny,’* he says, ‘watchin’ my flock by night.’" He 
got a book from Sunday-school one time with a pic- 
ture of that scene, the shepherds and the light from 
the skv and the angels. And in the picture there was 
one boy with the shepherds just about as big as David. 
He was dreadful pleased when he saw that. ‘I 
most knew there was boys there, and there was,’’ he 
says, ‘‘tany rate one ; and there'll be one this time, 
you bet, Miss Viny ”’ 


ELL, the days went on, Somehow there never 
was a fall of the year like that one to me. For 
you see there wasn’t ever before a time when I 
looked at it through the eyes of somebody that saw it all 
as part of the getting ready for the coming of the Prince, 
the whole world growing beautiful to welcome him. 
The leaves turned earlier than common, and seems 
*s if I never in my life saw them so bright and hand- 
some. Red and yellow and orange on the trees, and 
on the ground to walk over. ‘‘ Like flags hung out 
and rugs to step on,"’ as David said, 

«It's terr’ ble sightly,’’ he says one morning, when 
the sun was shining bright and the yellow leaves of 
the birch-trees laid on the road and made it * most like 
a golden street ; ‘‘it’s a pretty world for him to come 
into, ain't it? Don’t you think he'll like it?’’ And 
when I said I guessed he would, he said, ‘‘ / think 
he'll love it."” When that purple light came over 
the mountains nigh evening sometimes—you' ve seen 
it, I don’t believe they have it only just here in the 
Francony mountains—he'd whisper, ‘‘ Kings wears 
purple, don’t they ?"' When the earliest snow came 
it made him a mite uneasy first-off, it was so cold for 
a small little baby, he said ; but he brightened up as 
he saw it laying on the ground and trees so thick and 
white, ‘‘It's.coverin’ up everything bad anc. ugly," 
he says, ‘‘makin’ everything white and clean for him 
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to see’’; and then to himself in a kind of whisper, 
«IT know he'll love it,’ and I thought of gor pend 
loved the world.’’ Butafter that first snow there came 
a warm spell and a thaw, and one morning as I looked 
up at Lafayette I saw the White Cross, as they call it, 
laying there plain. I pointed it out that day to David, 
thinking he'd be glad to see something else to remind 
folks of the dear Prince he was expecting. But he 
shivered as he saw it, and his lips sort of shook as they 
had a way of doing when he was troubled or sorry. 

**I don't like to look at it,’’ he whispered, ‘it 
scares me; I can’t stand it, Miss Viny. Oh, he 
won't have that this time, will he? Oh, please, 
please you say that once was enough, more’n enough 
to do forever’n ever."’ And again, with the tears, I 
own, running down my face, I told him it was enough 
and would do forever’n ever'n ever. Bimeby I found 
him looking up at that shiny white sign on the moun- 
tain and smiling a little. ‘I understand now,'’ he 
says. ‘I know what it's for. It's up there to make 
us think of that other time and what he done for us 
then, 'so’t we’ ll be good to him and make it all diff’ ent 
now. And it's—goin’—to be—diff’ ent,’’ he says, slow 
and solemn and in such a masterful way, his foot with 
its wore-out little shoe a stampin’ on the ground at 
each one of the words, ‘‘if I—have—to die—' stead 
o him."’ I'd always somehow felt the boy had the 
makings of a martyr in that little weak body. of his, 
and I was sure of it now; he'd die willing for that 
baby king he was waiting for. 


E talked a good deal about the presents for the 
child and what he'd better take himself. He spelt 
out the words telling what the Wise-men brought 

and asked me what they meant. Gold he understood, 
but what was frankincense and myrrh, I didn't ex- 
actly know myself, but I said frankincense was some- 
thing sweet-smelling and spicy-like, and myrrh was 
bitter. And one day he told me he'd got all those 
three things ready to fetch to the baby. . For the 
frankincense he had some of the dried herbs his 
grandmother had made him gather for her, for flavor- 
ings and physics, mint and hoarhound and red balm. 

‘« They're real spicy-smellin’ and sweet,’’ he says. 
‘*And how about the myrrh?’’ I asked. His little 
face looked sober, ’most sorrowful, and he says, ‘I 
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"wish I didn’t have to fetch anything bitter this time 


he comes. 1 know what it meant that first time ; it 
had to be, bee ot At wast that 5 to 
come again. t pose I’ hter like 
the ocher time, so I’ve got a plant that's kind-of bit- 
tery. Grandmother a bed of it in the yard. She 
called it wormwood,"’ 

I felt glad he didn’t seem to remember what that 
word meant in the Bible story, and the old hymn ran 
in my head about ‘‘ sinners whose love can ne'er for- 
get the wormwood and the gall.*’ I hurried up to say 
that | supposed he'd have to leave the gold or have 
something that only looked like it. But he spoke up 
quick, looking so proud and smiling, and said he'd 
got that all ready and it was the real thing, ‘just as 
gold as you never see.’ He ran into the house and 
fetched out a little box. When I opened it and saw 
what it was—well, I couldn't see it after that for a 
minute, my eyes being so wet. For it was the one 
big treasure he owned, and he'd been so proud always 
to show it. Just a little thin ring that his mother'd 
wore and left to David, no stone in it, but the gold 
sort of figured,—chased, I guess they call it,—and a 
splendid thing in that little fellow’s eyes. I tell you 
the kings and the Wise-men never fetched any gold 
that meant more than that poor, cheap-looking little 
ring. I didn’t stop to think when I said right off, or 
as soon as I could manage my voice, 

**Give away your mother’s ring, Davy?"* 

‘* Yes, ma’am,"’ says he, ‘‘she won't mind. She 
was set on his second comin’, and always talkin’ 
about it. I bet she’il be glad."’ He'd studied over 
that picture in the book and another picture of the 
same thing that hung up in the Sunday-school room. 
And in both of them the shepherds wore sort of furry 
things wrapped ‘round them. He'd pointed it out to 


_me, and then he'd gone and fixed something of the 


same sort for himself out of a buffalo-robe that had 
belonged to his father and was in the old barn. Such 
a little mite of a shepherd's coat it looked, put it ’side 
of the ones the grown-up shepherds wore in the pic- 
tures. They had crooks, too, and he made one oul 
of a young tree that had kind of turned over in grow. 
ing, so it had a crooked top for a handle. 


(To be concluded in next week's issue) 








The Lost Child 


' By Augustus Wight. Bomberger 
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KNOW one who hath gone from me a space ; 
One whom I love well, with unwaning love, 
Although I see him not; a little boy, 
Blue-eyed and brave, and of a countenance 
Where played continually from lips to brow 
A —- gladness, as some light 
Refiected down from heaven. What time he went 
My heart was mad with longing, and a while 
I was so fain to follow him, these hands 
Reached out into the emptiness to find 
Some other hands to lead me. And yet, now, 
I have deep peace and am content to wait. 
For many signs have shown from year to year 
He is not far away. And one—this memory 
Which fell upon me as a voice divine, 
A still, small voice, and comforted my wo. 


A twelve-month, more or less, ere he had gone, 

I strayed forth with him to a wood one day ; 

A wood of beechen-trees and towering oaks, 

Where squirrels ran and the brown mock-bird sang, 
And amorous winds made court among the leaves, 
And purple violets decked the mossy turf ;— 

A place of sweet allurement to us both. 


Proceeding vagrantly, with devious course, 

We came at length upon a limpid brook 

That flowed along with many a variant mood 
From darksome. pool to sharp and shelving ledge, 
Yet ever happy on its wilful way : 

And here I sat me down,to rest and read, 
Letting my lad keep company meantime 

With all the birds and flowers ‘round about. 


How many minutes passed me, thus engaged, 

I know not; but was suddenly aware, 

By reason of a silence anda void, 

That he was missing. Straight, I dropped. my book, 
And, anxious on the instant, did arise, 
Searching, distraught, the trees on every side, 
And calling loud his name:; yet vainly, Then 
Descended, all a-tremble, to the-pool ; 

But saw no trace. Then stept-across the stream, 
And, entering the denser growth beyond, 

Began to pray at heart for my dear boy, 


That God might keep him safely ; for I found 
The wood bewildering, and of great extent. 


On, on I went—half sick and half afraid ; 

Ran ; climbed anon ; crept now thro’ bush and vine ; 
To right, to left; returned ; retraced my path ; 
Looked ; listened hard ; continuing, till at last, 
Confounded in the quest, I leaned against 

A smooth and silvery trunk, and shut my eyes, 

To quell foreboding and becalm my mind. 


Whereon, mine ears, left wholly to themselves, 
And rendered subtle and the more alert 

In answer to the soul’s intense desire, 

Caught the faint echo of a childish laugh ! 


Doubting, I waited. But ’twas borne once more 
Unto my. straining sense, scarce heard, yet sure ;— 
As sweet a sound to me in that still spot 

As ever kissed the winds of Paradise ; 

And lifting up moist lids I started fast 

Whither again it rose, till I espied 

A narrow, glimmering maze of gold ahead, 

Far through the verdant gloom,—a shining marge 
That beckoned beautiful, and, hurrying-on, 

Grew bright ; and then I neared the voice ; and then 
Emerged upon a meadow eagerly— 

A broad and smiling meadow, daisy-strewn, 

And there beheld my darling boy at play! 


And this it is hath hel to give me peace 

Since-he hath left me another realm— 

This memory. Ah, it is a holy sign, 

That tells me often as I walk alone 

He is not dead ; nay, nay! But, even so 

As he escaped from me within the wood 

And crossed the brook and vanished ’mongst the 
trees, 

And, wandering forward, found:the meadow far, 

Where we were reunited, heart to heart,— 

Se,-even so, upon that later day 

He did but cress to heaven, in the which 

I, feliowing, shall discover him right soon ; 

Anéd.bless the blessed God that brought me_forth, 

Whose breath is on each breeze, and.Jeaf, and flower, 

Ané quickens every-sunbeam of the sky. 
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WHAT TWO ADULT BIBLE CLASSES HAVE DONE 


er me subject for consideration is the 

Cochran Memorial Methodist Episcopal Sunday- 

school, located in Dawson, Fayette County, Pa., 
where the population is 1,000 inhabitants. 


The Field.—Fayette County is located in South- 
western Pennsylvania, and in the heart of the greatest 
coke region in the world. It claims the distinction of 
being the leading county in North America in organ- 
ized Sunday-school work, with 285 Sunday-schools 
and the following record : 

One hundred percent of the schools have a Cradle 
Roll ; 68 percent have a Home Department ; 50 per- 
cent have teacher-training classes; 53 percent are 
using graded lessons ; 8,093 signers to the temperance 
pledge ; 39 percent of the schools measure up to the 
Pennsylvania Front Line standard. 

A recent survey shows that 33 percent of the coun- 
ty’s population was born on foreign soil. 


Scheol Organization.—-The school was organized 
about fifty years ago, in a grove, when there were very 
few people living in the community. A few years 
later, after the erection of a schoolhouse, the school 
was transferred to the schoolhouse, and in-1870 a 
church was erected, growing out of the Sunday-school. 

B. S.. Forsythe has served as superintendent of the 
Cochran Memorial School for the past ten years, and 
is now entering on the eleventh. At the time of his 
election to the superintendency he was the manager of 
three stores. Shortly after he became superintendent, 
the pastor of the church, the Rev. J. S. Brison, handed 
him a copy of Vincent's book on the organized Sun- 
day-school, This was the first book on Sunday-school 
work that he had ever seen. A few weeks later the 
pastor called his attention to the County Sunday- 
sthool Convention to be held at Fairchance, and 
urged that Mr. Forsythe accompany him to this con- 
vention. When the sessions of the convention opened 
they were both there, and remained throughout. At 
the last session of the convention the subject of prepa- 
ration for teaching was discussed, and Mr. Forsythe 
felt that he had found the solution of the problem 
that was heavy upon his heart, and in his judgment 
the most urgent need of the school. 


Convention Resuits.—Work done along the line of 
teacher-training in Pittsburgh had been used,as an 
illustration of its possibilities. On the way home Mr. 
Forsythe remarked to his pastor that Dawson was a 
very different proposition from Pittsburgh, but if re- 
sults such as were mentioned could be obtained in 
Pittsburgh it could in a similar manner be done in 
Dawson, and accordingly they set about to equip the 
school with trained teachers. About five years ago 
the organized Adult Bible Class movement came to 
his attention. After a careful study of its value and 
workings, he determined that instead of working from 
the child to the adult, the logical method was to work 
from the adult tothe child, in building up an effective 
Sunday-school organization; The first attempt to 
move in this direction was to build up an organized 
class of men, but because of the lack of men in the 
school for such a class it required a persistent effort 
for four weeks to securetwo men. To their number 
was added one man already in the Sunday-school. 


Organizing a Men’s Class.—The value and work 
of the organized adult Bible class was outlined to 
these three men, and their co-operation secured, and 
before they separated a list of twenty-nine names was 
made up by these three men, composed of their 
friends and acquaintances, representing the various 
industries and occupations in Dawson. 

A personal campaign was inaugurated, which has 
continued with reasonable persistency down to the 
present time, with the result that 187 men have been 
enrolled in its membership, ranging in ages from six- 
teen to eighty. 


Orz,anizing a Women’s Class.—As soon as the 
men's class was fairly launched, Mr. Forsythe ‘turned 
his attention to the organizing of awomen'sclass, For 
this he took an existing class as a nucleus,. which fol- 
lowed practically the same plans as were used by the 
men, with the result that in less than two years 97 
persons were enrolled in the class, 
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This month the specialist is W. D. Stem, Aduit Division 
Superintendent, Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association 





The Effect on the School.—In less than a year the 
school was thoroughly graded by departments and 
classes, with departmental supervision and the intro- 
duction of graded lessons. A teacher-training class 
has been maintained, and about fifty percent of the 
present teaching force are graduates, holding the state 
teacher-training diploma. 

The enrolment has increased 300 percent, 40 per- 
cent of which are adults, the other 60 percent being 
divided among the different departments. 

A Cradle Roll and Home Department are main- 
tained for those who cannot attend the main school. 
The two organized adult Bible classes have furnished 
the present secretary, treasurer, three department su- 
perintendents, twelve teachers, and three of the Church 
Board. The Home Department Superintendent and 
one Visitor are members of the men's class. 


Some Progressive Activities.—The school tries to 
conform to the standards of the International, State, and 
County, and when the secondary division was launched 
a nucleus composed of young men under twenty 
years of age, with a teacher, was taken from the men’s 
class, and organized into a Senior class which now 
enrols forty-five. 

Regular monthly workers’ meetings are held, and the 
department superintendents hold meetings with their 
respective department teachers and officers. In addi- 
tion to the two meetings mentioned, the general 
superintendent frequently meets the department su- 
perintendents, and assists in planning for their work. 

The school observes Children’s Day, Rally Day, 
Decision Day, and other special days in the Sunday- 
school calendar, and makes much of the annual Pro- 
motion Day. In transferring from the Senior De- 
partment, those promoted will enter the men’s or 
women's class, thus avoiding the necessity of addi- 
tional rooms and equipment. 


The social life of the school has improved. Temper- 
ance and missionary instruction have a prominent place 
in the school program. The first Sunday in the month 
is known as Missionary Day, and the third Sunday as 





Clinical Notes 
By the Chief-of-Staff 


1. How little we reatize what an address or a confer- 
ence at-a convention may do! I well remember the 
convention referred to, which | attended. as state secre- 
tary, and-the work of teacher-training in Pittsburg 
that was especially emphasized. 1! also well remember 
the personal conferences with the store manager, B. S. 
Forsythe, and his growing interest. 

2. Note that the organization of his first men’s class 
took four weeks to get two men and the class began with 
three. These three began to work their organization 
until 187 men have become members of the class. Who 
say they cannot have an organized class because they 
have not men enough to start with ? 

3. It is worthy of note that this school does not under- 
stand that an organized class is always in the masculine 
gender. How many persons there are who always talk 
of ‘‘ men '’ when the organized class is mentioned. There 
are as great possibilities and sometimes greater in the 
‘* women’s” class as in the men’s. 

4. Evidences of life began to show in every department 
of the school when good red blood began to circulate in 
these class organizations. Here is a prescription for 
bringing health back to a sick school. ; 

5. Whether it is wise for the pastor to be the-president 
of the men’s class or not, local conditions must determine. 
But it is the part of wisdom for the pastor to be an ex- 
officio member of the directing bodies of all the organized 
classes, and, if not already; such a pastor will soon become 
a ‘live wire.’’ 

6. If a class is not doing evangelistic work, the mem- 
bers are missing the very end for which the class and 
its school are organized. All this organization is simply 
a means to an end, and that end is to win souls to the 
Master and train workers for sérvice. 


7. Note that the school keeps close to the movement 
from which it can get ideas and inspiration that have 
been gathered from the whole world. The school which 
holds itself aloof from the Sunday School Association 
work is the school with.no report like this. 
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Temperance Day. 
has built a chapel in India, and it has been named 
** Mission of the Cochran Memorial Methodist Epis- 


During the past year the school 


copal Sunday-school,’’ It also supports a man in the 
foreign field. In addition to this, the offering on 
missionary Sunday, the first Sunday in each month, 
is given to the church missionary societies. 


. 


School Session.—The school session is held at 9. 30. 
The superintendent and his assistants conduct the 
opening service, and the closing service is usually in 
charge of one of the assistant superintendents. The 
first assistant has charge of the missionary instruction 
and activities, the second assistant of the temperance 
instruction and activities. The adult and secondary 
division Bible classes participate in the opening serv- 
ices. The secondary division provides a chorus. 

The pastor of the church is the president-of the 
men’s class for the present, so as to get in close per- 
sonal touch with each individual member, and to 
definitely direct the activities of the class. In men- 
tioning this fact it is not recommended for general 
practise, but has been deemed expedient in this-par- 
ticular instance because of local conditions. 


The Pastor.—The present pastor is the Rev. H. A. 
Baum, a veritable ‘‘live wire,'’ definitely interested 
in the Sunday-school, and always on the job, con- 
stantly keeping before his people the importance of 
this department to the church's activities. Because 
of his interest in the organized adult Bible class work, 
and the results obtained in his church, he has been 
frequently invited to speakyqn the value of the organ- 
ized adult Bible class and ‘its relations to church ac- 
cessions, With the aid of the organized adult Bible 
class thirty-nine men were won. to Christ in his own 
church in the past year, and in addition thirty-eight 
members from other departments of the Sunday-school 
confessed Christ and united with the church ; to this 
must be added those outside of the above-mentioned, 
bringing the tétal of church accessions up to one 
hundred for the year. 


Co-operative Work.— The three churches of the 
town have a committee composed of one member 
from each of the three men’s organized adult Bible 
classes, who look after needy cases in the community, 
and provide for their needs. Contributions are made 
by members of the different churches, and on last 
Thanksgiving Day, at the union services, the offering 
was given to this committee to be disbursed. All 
needy cases and appeals for help are referred to this 
committee, who immediately investigate and provide 
such help as is deemed necessary. 

About three years ago the men’s organized adult 
Bible classes of the three schools united in a concerted 
evangelistic campaign, which resulted in the conver- 
sion of about fifty persons, and a general quickening 
of the church people. 


Evangelistic Activities.—The Macedonian cry came 
to the superintendent from a Union Sunday-school, 
located in a small coke town near by. The superin- 
tendent put the proposition up to the men’s class, 
sand they, along with the pastor, who is a member of 
the class, accepted the invitation, and held a two- 
weeks’ series of meetings, resulting in the conversion 
of twenty-eight persdns, 

One of the converts at that meeting is to-day the 
aggressive superintendent of the Sunday-school where 
the meetings were held. 


Interest in Conventions.—The school has been rep- 
resented for the past seven years in each state con- 
vention by from one to fifteen persons, according to 
the various distances. In addition to the representa- 
tion of the school, the men's class has sent its own 
representative to the state convention, expenses paid. 
The class contributes regularly to the interdénomina- 
tional work of district, county, and state, through the 
county organization. For the past ten years it has 
been represented at every county and district conven- 
tion, and fully measures up to the standard of the 
state and county associations for a Front Line school. 
The class is always represented at district and county 
conventions, and organized adult Bible class rallies 
and conferences, and takes an active part in the ex- 
tension of organized adult Bible class activities. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


T'S a fact that the man who has been injured is 
more often easier to reconcile than the one who 
has done the weal A friend says that he 

learhed his first remembered lesson in forgiveness 
when he was a freshmanincollege. It was the custom 
to decorate the boxes at the great football games with 
as many ‘' varsity” flags as possible. This freshman 
being invited to sit in a box offered to decorate it, and 
his own supply of ‘‘ varsity” flags being somewhat 
limited, be appropriated several flags from the room of 
one of the seniors without a permission. In the 
confusion attendant on the break-up of the game one 
of these ‘‘ appropriated” flags, a fine silk one, disap- 
peared, and was never found. The freshman was 
distressed at the fancied anger of the senior when he 
should discover the loss, but there being nothing else 
to do, he shamefacedly went and told what he had 
done. What was his surprise when the senior 
laughed and told him not to feel so bad about it, and 
that the finest flag in the world was nothing as be- 
tween their friendship. That wasn’t really a very 
great injury, but t is just the way we should do 
in the case of the t injuries. It is the way God 
trea's us in the case of the very greatest injuries. 


The Teacher's Preparation 
{The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 


There are some lessons that'in order to teach one 
must be quite sure that one both believes and prac- 
tises them, This is one of those truths that Paul 
speaks of in 1 Corinthians 2: Spiritual truths that 
are spiritually discerned. Professor Clow, in his 
first two paragraphs, sketches the lesson admirably, 
Miss'Lovett’s analysis is clear, if you are 
present the lesson analytically.- This is not the only 
time that Jesus taught forgiveness ; the! case pre- 
sented here seems to be’ that — in which you are 
the injured party (Professor Riddle, on v.15). The 
line of conduct Jesus counsels is plain (read Dr, 
Mackie’s first and second paragraphs, and Professor 
Riddle, on vs. 16, 17). Miss. Lovett's illustration of 
killing off enemies is noteworthy. Professor Riddle 
speaks clearly on verses 18-20; also The Class in 
Session, Professor Clow’s second paragraph sug- 
gests why Peter especially would be likely to ask 
this question of verse 21, and his third points out the 
motive of Jesus’ parable. Mr. Ridgway’s first and 
second paragraphs fit in right here. Professor Rid- 
dle’s note on verse 24 gives ideas about the sums in- 
volved. Professor Clow points out what Jesus means 
as the supreme motive for forgiveness. Mr. Ridg- 
way’s third and fourth ae fit in here. Pro- 
fessor Clow's sixth paragraph shows the meaning of 
the recalling of the unforgiving man, and his last 
paragraph is a story illustrating Christian forgive- 
ness, r. Ridgway's last. paragraph is a comment 
of Jesus’ closin eas ve of the law of pardon. 
Mr. Wells’ article abounds in most suggéstive ques- 
tions from which one could surely select enough to 
keep any class ** going.” 


The Class in Session 

Jesus has just- been speaking about despising one 
of his little ones, and that naturally leads up to the 
subject of feeling contempt and enmity for any one 
under any circumstances. Possibly the most ex- 
treme possible case is when one is the victim of an- 
other’s wrong act, ‘‘if thy brother sin against thee.” 
At other times Jesus spoke about cases of injury 
when you are the aggressor, but this passage is his 
direction for-us whem we are the innocent victims of 
injury. His counsel is plain. Weare not to sit still 
and cherish our wrongs, allowing a sense of injury to 
ie and w like a noxious weed, bearing the 

eadly fruit of hatred and contempt, and marking 
the end of peace:in our souls. We are to take gentle 
and honorable means to bring about a confession on 
the part of him who has injured us. 

In case the one who has done the injury will not 
yield to the appeal of the one, or the three, or the 
assembly, then he is to be to thee as one who is sepa- 
rated from thee by his own act and nature, against 
whom you have no personal and individual enmity, 
but from whom you are separated -by natural bar- 
riers. The meaning of verse x8 is this. Note that it 
does not say that we are given power to bind or loose 
persons,—it is whatsoever and not whomsoever. 

Jesus is — to the man who in the real spirit 
of Christ fails to win his enemy to friendship. He 
must then determine on a line of conduct ; val that 
line of conduct no rule can be given except that #7 








ing to 


LESSON Il. DECEMBER 15. FORGIVENESS 


Matthew 18 : 15-35. Commit verses 21, 22 
Golden Text: Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you.—Ephesians 4 : 32 


21 Then came Peter and said to him, how oft shall. 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? until seven 
times? 22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until 
seven times ; but, Until! seventy times seven. 23 ‘Therefore 
is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, who 
would make a reckoning with his? servants, 24 And when’he 
had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, that owed 
him ten thousand * talents. 25 But forasmucl as he had not 
wherewith to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and 
his wife, and children, and all that he had, and: ent to be 
made. 26 The servant therefore fell down and © pen es 
him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee 
all. 27 And the lord of that ¢ servant, being moved with com- 
passion, released him, ‘and forgave him the *debt. 28 But 
that ‘servant went out, and found one of his fellow-servants, 
who owed him a hundred ? shillings : and he laid hold on him, 
and took Aim by the throat, saying, Pay what thou owest. 29 
So his fellow-servant fell down and besought him, say Have 

ence with me, and I will pay thee. 30 And he would not: 
t went and cast him into till he should pay that which 
was due, 3t So when his fellow-servants saw what was done, 
they were exceeding cory and came and told unto their lord 
ail that was done. 32 Then his lord called him unto him, and 
saith to him, ‘Thou wicked * servant, I ave thee all that 
debt, because thou besoughtest me: 33 shouldest not thou 
ako have had mercy on thy fellow-servant, even as I had mercy 
on thee? 34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to 
the tormentors, till he should pay all thatwasdue. 33Soshall 
also my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye forgive not every 
one his brother from your hearts. . 
' 1Or, seventy times and seven * Gr. bondservants, * This talent 
was probably worth about £200, or $1000. 4 Gr. bondservant. 5 See 
marginal note on ch. 2.2. © Gr. Joan. 1 The word in the Greek de- 
notes a coin worth about eight pence half-penny, or nearly seventeen 
cents. 


he American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
< 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[The references here given are to para, 


aphs, by number 
of the various lesson-articles in this 


issue of t ¢ Times} 

Verses 15-18.—What is the meaning of this passage 
about the treatment of a brother who has sinned? (Rid- 
dle, 3, vs. 15, 16, 17,18; Sanders, 1, 2,3; Mackie, 1, 2; 
Class in’ Session, ny 

Verse 20.—What did Jesus mean when he referred - to 
two or three being gathered together ‘‘in hisname’’?? In 
what sense would he be ‘‘in the midst of them ’’—during 
his lifetime on earth? (Riddle ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 21.—Was there any special significance in Peter’s 
using the number seven in this connection ? (Riddle ; Clow, 
2; Sanders, 4; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verse 22.—Why did Jesus answer seventy times seven? 
(Riddle; Clow, 2; Sanders, 4; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verse 23.— What did Jesus mean by ‘‘the kingdom of 
heaven ’’? (Riddle.) 


Verse 24.—What is the value of a talent in our money ? 


'(Riddle.) 


Verse 25.—Was selling oneself and family into slavery 
for the payment of a debt a common thing at that time? 
(Riddle.) 

Verse 26.—What does ‘‘ worshipped ”’ mean here? (Rid- 
dle.) ‘ 

Verse 27.—Was it a natural thing for the lord thus to 
forgive the debt? (Clow, 4.) 

Verse 28.—How much was a shilling? (Riddle.) 

Verse 30.—Was imprisonment for debt common at that 
time? (Riddle.) 

Verse 34.—Who were ‘the tormentors’’? (Riddle; 
Clow, 6; Sanders, 8; Mackie, 3.) 








must be taken in the spirit af Christ, and Jesus 
says that whatever we so decide will stand ed 
in heaven, whether itis something we allow ‘loose ” 
or disallow—* bind.” For Jesus was always leoking 
forward to the: time when. the Hely Spirit should be 
given to men to guide: their minds te correct thoughts 
and decisions, and doubtless he was thinking of this 
when he uttered the words of verse 19. When. two 
or three of you are agreed—‘‘in my name”; that is, 
in my spirit, the spirit of unselfish service—it willbe 
done. A promise can be no more. flat-footed, but at 
the same time it is strictly. conditional.on ‘‘in my 
name.” Though three hundred agreed in a spirit of 
vengeance and prayed for it, it would not be granted. 

Now this, of course, set Peter to thinking, and he 
asked a question. The rabbis said that men ought 
to forgive three times. Peter enlarges it a little and 
asks if seven is enough. Jesus opens his eyes when 
He says, seventy times seven; thatis, forgive without 
end. And now, while they. are staring at him for 
this astounding saying, Jesus goes on to give them 
the reason why they should exercise this bound- 
less forgiveness. The story he tells is abundantly 
described in the other articles in this issue of the 
Times. When a man realizes what God has forgiven 
him, all human injuries seem smail, and evidently 










—— means_that this is the real motive for endless 


orgiveness of those who injure us. A closing appli- 
cation he makes like a crack of a whip. A failure to 


'Tealize this disqualifies a man for veness at the 
hands of 


God. When a man is so blind to his own 
indebtedness to God that he makes a god of himself, 
then he is shut out from forgiveness. It is a solemn 
thought to us who so lightly cherish enmities for 


trivial offenses. 
A Lesson Summary 

‘Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.... Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger... be put away 
from you... and be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in 
Christ forgave you.” It looks like a big order, and 
most worldly phi hies will say that it is contrary 
to human nature, It is contrary to human nature, 
but it-is exactly like divine nature, and you are te 
decide whether the earthly or the heavenly is to pre- 
dominate in your life and conduct. Now, the lesson 
shows that the real way to achieve the grace of for- 
giveness is ‘to learn to follow Jesus’ advice on this 
matter. When you are injured, don’t think so much 
of that fellow,—think rather about urself and 
about God. The vivid sense of one’s indebtedness 
to God is a. never-failing counter irritant to petty 
enmities. It can be done if we will do it in this way. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Why should the injured person seek reconciliation ? 

2. What is the advantage in taking friends along? 

3- What did Jesus mean by “‘let him be to thee as a 
Gentile and a publican ”’ ? 

4- What do you think constitutes a gathering of two or 
three or more ‘‘in Christ’s name ’’? 

5. Why did Peter ask that question ? 

6. What is the great motive that should lead us to forgive 
offenders ? ; 

. Why was the servant ‘* wicked ’’? 

§ Do you think it. possible to attain a truly forgiving 
disposition? _ How ? i rh 
Other Teaching ‘Points a ote nay 

Remember, Jesus was not talking about the otcasion’ 
when you have stirred up the trouble by your unkindness, 
That is another question (read Matt. 5 : 23). 

The finest sort of collection is a set of brothers that 
you have minted out of fellows that ‘* had it in for you.’’ 

If you need witnesses, better select ‘those that are jn 
good standing with the man you want to win, 

If a man will only act ‘‘in the name” of Christ under 
all conditions of business, politics, and religion, there will 
be constant peace and steady progress. 

A grudge is a-poor asset; the only dividend it ever pays 
is trouble, 

There must: be something tremendous that God has for- 
given us if it is as much greater than our injuries as ten 
thousand talents than one hundred pence, It is about like 
saying a million to one. 

Tt a man will not be reconciled, you are not directed by 
Jesus to hate him, but'to let him alone and let him do all 
the hating there is to the matter. 

A man full of hatred is really to be pitied, for what good 
can he ever get out of it ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Isaiah g: 1-7.) 
For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 


interest in the coming lesson. Thesuggestions and ques- 
tions are for t members’ home preparation, to be 
igned in ad by the teacher.] 





Deubtless if we asked any average group of. per- 
sons what day was mest sacred of all in the calendar 
the great gs a hres say Christmas. It is really 
a pity that Christmas has been made an occasion for 
merchandising rather than for religious inspiration. 
Christmas signifies the most important fact in human 
history, the entrance of God into human life. The 
Hebrew prophets were thinking about it centuries 
before it came. Isaiah surpassed them all in the 
exalted words with which he foretold and described 
the coming of the Christ. 


1. When did Isaiah live? 
2. Why did Isaiah use the figure of “‘light’’ to describe 
the coming of Christ ? 
3. Try to show why those titles fit Jesus ? 
4- What is his government? 
5. What peace has Christ brought to men and nations ? 
6. See if you can discover in the lesson: 
When a small place becomes famous. 
When people began to see better. 
When good times began. 
The best birthday in the world. 
The finest title in the world. 
.The biggest kingdom in the world. 


Evanston, ILL. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 15 (Matt. 18 : 15-35) 


The Most God-like Grace — 
| By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. : 
ss GIVENESS—that is God's business,” said 
: f- Heine, with his aie. en ht into 
' religious truth. Gat he been wtlen: in 


—— he would have declared that forgiveness was 
*s tenderest 


act and man’s most God-like grace. 
No other act either of , naaaetaerne ad man r man, 
lays a enue Bart, or a more frequent impera- 
tive in ae . ble: Many of the =< moving scenes 
int estament nt this grace of pardon. 
Esau passing over jesel aceon Guan, Joseph for- 
giving his brethren; Moses pleading for the z 
of Miriam's leprosy, David sparing Saul and receiv- 
ing: Absalom, Hosea welcoming back his wayward 
wife; all illustrate the grace of forgiveness. In the 
New Testament Christ's own sublimest act on the 
cross is the forgiveness of those who knew not what 
they did. Both Gospel and Epistle abound in the 
constant appeal to men to be tender-hearted, forbear- 
ing. and forgiving each other. 
' In our passage this call to forgiveness arose within 
the circle of the disci Jesus had been teaching 
the method of dealing with a brother who had com- 
mitted.a trespass, and yet had not confessed it. He 
had laid down the lines of gentle and courteous 
and patient procedure, so as to bring the offending 
brother to a repentant state of mind.. Christ's words 
had touched. Peter’s sensitive spirit. We may well 
‘believe that-Peter’s pre-eminence amongst the dis- 
ciples exposed him to the offenses of any who were 
jealous of him, and especially.to such an ambitious 
man as judas. His own eager spirit would chafe 
under any taunting word, or wilful slight. ‘The'cost- 
liness of Christ’s counsels to a man’s pride and tem- 
per would cause him dismay. The memory of re- 
ated transgressions would start the pfoblem within 
im. At once he asks, ‘*‘ How oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him?” The rabbis had 
placed the limit at three times. Peter thought that 
he was going into a noble excess when he suggested 
seventimes, But Jesus swept away all this arithme- 
tie of pardon. hat he demanded was a spirit of 
forgiveness, an infinite willingness to be appeased, a 
response to any offending brother who came seeking 
reconciliation which did not keep accounts and was 
quick to pour itself out in assuring word and kindli- 
est deed. 
To enforce that lesson Jesus spoke the parable of 
the unforgiving servant. The chief purpose of the 


parable, as Jesus tells us in the closigg verse, is to. 
enforce this most difficult grace of forgiveness. He’ 


knew of the slanders and slights and mortifications, 
the unjust suspicions and mistrusts, the acts of greed 
and of hate, the betrayals and even darker injuries, 
which give scalding pain, wound our spirits, break 
eur hearts, and often mar our lives.. He knew how 
impossible forgiveness of some wrongs seems to be. 
Therefore he brings in this solemn motive of our 
own forgiveness of God, with its inevitable appendix 
of our remaining unforgiven, if we ourselves cherish 
— relentless mind toward our offending brother, 

he parable itself arouses a certain surprise. |The 
conduct of the king toward his servant who owed him 
ten thousand talents, which simply represents an 
enormously great debt, ‘‘a debt of millions,’ as we 
would say, has been criticized as altogether improb- 
able. ‘The.detail in the parable that the servant's 
prayer was only, ‘‘ Have patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all,” while his lord’s response was a free for- 
giveness out of a deepcompassion, has been declared 
to be more improbable still, But their improbability 
in the relationship of lord to dishonest servant makes 
them the more exact representation of the ways of 
God toman. There is really no human analogy for 
the compassion and forgiveness of God. His thoughts 
are higher than our thoughts, and his ways than our 
ways. The solemnity and power of the parable de- 
pend on-this truth that God deals in such an amazing 
way with sinners as toleave them no possible excuse for 
unmercifulness to these who offend them. The other 
leading: incident in the parable ree too accu- 
rately how even Christian men who have been forgiven 
deal implacably, ruthlessly, and drastically with those 
whe have given them only slight offense. What Jesus 
says is that if a man realizes how mercifully God has 
dealt. with him he will not refuse to forgive his brother 
who has done him a wrong. 

Now this is the supreme persuasion and motive to 
forgiveness. There are offensés we can forgive be- 
cause they are blunders of ignorance, or thoughtless- 
ness, or dulness. There are offenses we can pardon 
because they are due to human frailty. But there 
are offenses we find it difficult to forgive on these 

unds. Then we must use this motive that we 
ave been forgiven our enormous debt. If that fail 
we must rise to this most tremendous imperative, 
‘*So shall my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye also 
forgive not every one his brother from your hearts,” 
he conduct of the lord of the unmerciful. servant 

in recalling the unforgiving man and committing 
him, for the debt he had been forgiven, to the tor- 
mentors, seems to raise a difficulty. But it is only the 
parabolic way of the saying that even a forgiven 
man may fall from a state of forgiveness, and that 
all his past sin will rise up to separate him from God, 
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if- he shall cherish a spirit of implacable and relent- 
less alienation to his fellow-man. Any one who has 
read A us Hare's ‘ 
Man,” -in that writer’s exposition of the Sermon upon 
the Mount, will realize how im ble it is for a man 
to remaiu ina state of reconciliation with God, who 
will not freely and generously forgive those who have 
done him wrong. axa" 
A few years ago, th 
fficial, an accident took 


h the action of a railwa 
in which a father an 


o! 
_ mother lost a dearly beloved son. Both private - 


ion and the public press were unrestrained in their 
blame. Much:sympathy, combined with keen indig-. 
nation, was offered to the bereaved parents. Some 
thought they could never forgive the man through 
whose somewhat heedless action the railway accident 
had taken place. The father of the young man at 
once sat down, even when his grief was fresh. and 
polgnent, and wrote, to the man so scouted by all, a 
etter of sympathy with him, and of assurance that 
both himself and his wife were full of kindly feeling, 
for they remembered their own forgiveness of 

The writer of that letter had sat at Jesus’ feet. 


Gtiascow, SCOTLAND. 
< 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME.—As this lesson is a continuation of the dis- 
course begun in the last lesson, the date is the 
same, the latter part of the summer of A.D. 29. 

Place.—Iu Capernaum, most probably ‘‘in the 
house” spoken of in Mark 9 : 33. 

The Church.—The term thus rendered occurs but 
twice in the Gospels, Matthew 16 : 18 (‘on this rock 
I will build my church”) and here (v. 17). In the 
Acts aud Epistles the term is quite common, It 
originally meant ‘‘an assembly called out,” and 
‘*congregation ” is an adequate rendering. The two 
passages in Matthew indicate the two leading mean- 
ings of the term: (1.) The church universal, the mys- 
tical body of Christ; (2) a local community of believ- 
ers, The latter sense is, of course, to be accepted in 
verse 17. But as there was not at that time any local 
community of believers, it is to be regarded as future 
in its reference. The term is not used in Acts until 
chapter 5 : 11 (chapter 2: 47 is not well attested), It 
is unfortunate that in modern Teutonic languages 
“church” has a double sense, being tao ‘toa 
building and also to the community of believers. 
Light on Puzzling Passages SS ie eae 

Verse 15.—Jf thy brother sin against thee: 
‘« Brother” means here fellow-Christian. While some 
ancient writers omit ‘against thee,’’ the context 
shows that this is the necessary sense.—/H/is fau/?. 
The other party is the offender. The advantage of 

rivacy is obvious.—Hear thee: That is, admit his 

ault. 

Verse 16.—One or two more: This is the second 
step. While there were to be ‘ witnesses,” they 
might also act as advisers.— 7wo witnesses or three: 
This is the Greek order, both here and elsewhere. 

Verse 17.—TZel/ it unto the church: See above. 
The public appeal should be pentes by the two 
private conferences, and should be made only upon 
the failure of these two attempts.—As. the Gentile 


and the publican: The obdurate. offender should 


then be treated as no longer a ‘* brother,” but de- 
nied association, as was the case with the two 
classes named. This non-intercourse, however, 
should not be in the Jewish spirit of antipathy. 

Verse 18.—Bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: 
Compare the similar language to Peter {te. 16 : 19). 
But the promise to Peter is now extended to all the 
disciples, and, in view of what precedes, it may be 
applied to the decisions of ‘‘*the church,” But this 
wider FC of the passage has been made the 
basis of ecclesiastical a. 

Verse 19.—J/f twe of you shall agree: This prom- 
ise'is suggested by the thought of decisions in com- 
mon, referred to in verse 18. Even ‘‘ two” agreei 
in prayer will be heard.—Ox earth: In contrast with 
‘*in heaven,” at the close of the verse. The prom- 
ise, of. course, has its limitations. 

Verse 20.—For: The reason for the promise:in 
verse 19.—/n my name: Because of their conscious 
relation to our Lord, and assembled because of his 
teachings, his redeeming work, his relation to the 
“* Father who is in heaven.”—7here am J in the 


midst of them: This points to thé spiritual presence 


of Christ after his ascension, and not to his corporeal 
presence while on earth. The emphasis is on ‘‘ there,” 


‘not on **I.” 


Verse 21.— Until seven times ? This was deemed 
by Peter a large measure of forgiveness. The Tal- 
mud regarded three times as sufficient. Seven was 
the symbolical number of perfection, and may have 
been used here with significance. Nothing is said 
in this passage about the repentance of the offending 
** brother,” but this is distinctly stated in Luke 17: 
3, 4, whete ‘seven times” occurs also. 

Verse 22.— Until seventy times seven : Or, ** sev- 
enty times and seven.” The former sense is more 
literal, but the latter is favored by the Septuagint in 
Genesis 4:24. In éither case the number is not 
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arithmetical, but points to an unlimited disposition - 


to forgive. 

Verse 23.—The kingdom of heaven: As in many 
other parables this refers to the new rule that our 
Lord was to establish on the earth, in which the 
principle of forgiveness, here illustrated, would ob- 
tain, The false view of the kingdom suggested by 


‘the disciples (v. 1) is indirectly opposed. ; 
Verse 24.—7en thousand talents: ‘Talent was the 


name of a weight as well as of asum of money, A 
talent of yg was twice the weight of a talent of sil- 
ver, and the ratio between the value of the metals, 
at that time, varied between 13to 1 andi2to1. The 
marginal note of the American Revision explains : 
‘This talent was probably worth about £200 or 
$1,000,”” thus making the debt amount to $10,000,000. 
Such large sums were, in those days, in the hands of 
rulers, and often entrusted to their servants, 

Verse 25.—7o be sold... and payment to be made: 
Even the Mosaic law sanctioned a sale for theft 
(Exod. 22 : 3, comp. 2 Kings 4: 1). 

Verse 26.—Worshipped him: Obviously not reli- 
gious worship, but an act of reverence to an earthly 

ing (v. 23).—/ will pay thee all; Probably a prom- 
ise that could not be kept; certainly this is true in 
the application of the parable. 

Verse 28.—A hundred shillings: ‘* Pence” is 
misleading. As the coin was worth one-sixth of a 


dollar, the proportion between the two debts is 600, - 


000 to 1. 

Verse 30.—Cast him into prison: A common pun- 
ishment for debtors. 

Verse 34.— 7ormentors : In Roman usage, at least, 
there were officers who inflicted punishment, and 
even torture, to compel debtors to disclose their 


property, ie 

erse 35.—From your hearts; This is the em- 
phatic phrase, but ‘‘ hearts" refers to the whole in- 
ner man, not merely to the feelings. ‘* Their tres- 
passes ” has little support. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Willigm H. Ridgway 
A Good Habit.—How oft shall my brother sin 


against me, and I forgive him? (vy, 21). Do 1o4 


remember Eli ah last year, how God aye his 
break’ and: the mt tol, the Jenlper eee Y Kat ‘your 


bad break last week? Jesus sa¥s we must have the 
forgiving habit. You.smoke or chew gum because, 


ty can't help it? Ditto forgiveness (Eph. 4 : 32) 
he'spite carrier is a nuisance... Did you ever have 
two ‘‘don’t-speaks” on your hands? If you ‘‘ have 


itin” for a man, you have it out of heaven. You . 


can’t pray. The forgiving habit means prosperity. 
Our Hebrew brother won’t get mad and stay mad, 
You are indignant, sir! at the way you were snubbed, 
** No, sir, I don’t sell them. No use for such a firm. 
They are—!?*;!!***, etc.” Isaac is treated even 
worse than you because he is a Jew. But Isaac goes 
around again to-morrow all smiles, ‘‘Gut Morgen, 
Misder Schmidt, nice day a’ready!” And the * old 
man” being in a good humor to-day, Isaac sells him 
a big bill. Longfellow says, ‘‘ Forgiveness is the 
earth name of one of the letters of God’s language.” 
Jesus says, ‘‘ seventy times seven.” 


The Good Story.— The kingdom of heaven likened 
unto a certain king A 23). Jesus loved a story. 
The. man who can m 
of a hearing because folks know what he is talkin 
about.- A story is simply the putting of life an 
color and. movement into an argument. Jesus came 
to put life into ran (John ro ; ro), '‘preaching among 
the rest. Jesus tells the story for the preachment’s 
sake and not for the story’s sake, Jesus’ stories 
always fit. . They don’t have to be taken in here and 
let out. there or have the buttons set over. Jesus is 
teaching. that there is a day of reckoning ahead. 
But there is no day of reckoning for the man who 
knews Him. We just slip into that wedding gar- 
ment (Matt. 22: 12; Col. 2: 14). 

* Busted’*—He had not wherewith to pay (v. 25). 
Very few men are out of debt to other men. A noted 
man died’the other day worth $60,000,000, but his 
paper was in many banks. Never out of debt to God. 
Can’t pay our debts to either earth or heaven. Like 
Great Britain, we own an unpayable debt to our day 
and. generation. What a glorious time we live in! 
And such a country!! We can never pay these debts 
except by our service and-our blood. And no more 
can we pay our debt to God: If our country gives 
us protection for life and property, and opportunity 
for enjoyment, God gives us the life and the property, 
and the faculty for enjoyment. Suppose God should 
demand ‘his own, what have you tosay? Up with 
the hands, ‘‘ Lord, I cannot.” Jesus pays it all 
(1 Pet. 1 : 18, 19). But the man in the story has no 
such Friend. Wouldn't he have loved one? Do you 
think he would curse by him, drag his name in the 
dirt, and despise him? Maybe this is the reason 
some folks have a hard time of it. 

In Philadelphia.— Zhe lord of that servant, being 
moved with compassion (v. 27). Many folks have 
compassion, but it isn't the moving kind. God gives 


4 
> 
: 
% 
4 
4 
‘ 
4 
4 
/ 
4 


e his point on a story is sure — 








766 * 


every fellow another chance (John 8: 11).' 


Many a man has had to ask his creditors for 
another chance, . The father of the late Dr. 
Newkirk was one of Philadelphia’s great 
merchants. In 1861 the war ruined him. 
He called his creditors, and told them he 
could not pay. They ve the debt. One 
day some years afterward Merchant Newkirk 

ve a great dinner at his home. It was the 
Roost inner the city could provide. His 
creditors were the guests. As each man 
turned over his plate, he-found under it the 
amount of his bill with interest. This was 
thé splendid way Matthew Newkirk showed 
his honesty and titude to the men he 
owed, y not show our gratitude to God 
in the same way. How many ever invite 
God in and give him his own under the plate? 


The ** Make-up.""— Zhou wicked servant 
- 32). If we don’t forgive others, we have 
espised God’s mercy, This puts us on the 
law basis, and we are headed for the tor- 
mentors until we pay. This man’s crime 
was in having received mercy and having be- 
come unmerciful. Note verse 35,—MY 
heavenly Father. He cannot be your 
heavenly Father unless you forgive. Takea 
look at the Lord’s Prayer. When you act 
‘mean and dirty’? to some one, you are 
likely to be paid in yourowncoin, Are you 
grinding any one down? Of course you 
must collect your bills, Jesus is sapere 
about holding spite, The lesson began wi 
a mathematical proposition. Four hundred 
and ninety. Have you—honest now—ever 
forgiven any one,-—well, sey three times? 
So this story is for you. en are hungry 
for a ** make-up.’’ Put out your hand to the 
man ‘at outs,’ and see how quick he'll 
grab it,—and how good you'll both feel 
(Eph. 4 : 32). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


% 
The Illustration Round - Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the. acceptance of material, and the 
year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


What to Forget.—Z¢ ye 4ind one to an- 


other, tenderhearted, Sorgieing each other, 


even as God also in vist forgave you 
(Golden Text), 


** If you see a tall fellow ahead of a crowd, 
A leader of men marching fearless and proud, 
And you know of a tale whose mere telling 


oud 
Would mean that his head must in anguish 
be bowed, 
It's a pretty good plan to forget it. 


* If you know of a skeleton hidden away 
In a closet, and guarded and kept from the 
d 


ay 
In the dark ;.and whose showing, whose sud- 
den display, 
Would cause grief and sorrow and life-long 
dismay, 
It's a pretty good plan to forget it. 


* If you know of a thing that will darken the, 
oo 


y 
Of a man or a woman, a girl or a boy, 
That will wipe out a smile> or the least way 


annoy 
A fellow, or cause any gladness to cloy, 
It's a pretty good plan to forge: it."’ 
—/Juniata Rohrback, Washington, D. C, 
From The Expositor. 


The Pages.— Ze ye hind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, 
even as God also in Christ forgave you (Golden 
Text). Forsome weeks a small boy had worked 
diligently to make good copy in his writing- 
book, Then, in a fit of wilful temper, he 
took his pen and deliberately scrawled hide- 
ous black lines over several clean pages. 
Ashamed of what he had done, he finished 
the remaining pages of the book with care. 
Exhibition day came. His writing-book was 
placed for inspection, The boy’s father at- 
tended the exhibition, and paused at the 
table with the writing-books onit, He came 
to his son’s book, and slowly turned the 
pages. The boy could see his father’s face, 
and he trembled to think of the shame the 
father would feel when he came to the 
spoiled pages. Slowly the pages were turned 
until the next turn would open to the scrawled 
pages. The father turned the page. Lo! 
the spoiled pages were gone, ‘The teacher 
had removed them, and left only the pains- 
taking work, Even so our Saviour Teacher 
forgives and removes our sins.—Sveéson KX. 


really do it. 
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Ryan, Middletown, Conn. Heard in a ser- 
mon by the Rev. Harold E, Wilson, The 
prise for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration, 


On a Short Journey.—¢ ye hind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other 
(Golden Text). ‘* Why didn’t you tell her 
she was taking more than her share of room 
and encroaching upon your rights?’’ some 
one asked of a young girl who was merrily 
describing an old woman who had taken a 
seat beside her in a crowded railway car, 
and crammed into the small space a bird- 
cage, a basket of apples, and bundles nu- 
merous and varied. ‘It wasn’t worth while 
to trouble about it ; we had such a little way 
to go together,’’ was the reply. What a 
motto that would be for a life-journey! So 
many little annoyances are not worth no- 
ticing, so many small unkindnesses even may 
be passed by silently, because we have only 
**such a little way to go together.”’—Anna 
LZ. Scott, Waverly, Mass. Quotation from 
J. R. Miller, D.D., in The Record of Chris- 
tian Work. 

The Mohammedan Angels.—/orgiving 
each other, even as God also in Christ for- 
gave you (Golden Text), The Koran assigns 
two angels to every person at birth,—one 
the angel of good deeds, the other the angel 
of evil deeds. The angel of good deeds ac- 
companies the man all day long, and puts 
down in his book every good thing the man 
does, repeating it ten times, that nothing may 
be omitted. The angel of evil deeds writes 
down every evil.thing the man does. At 
the close of the day they fly home to God 
with their report. The angel of good deeds 
says to his fellow-angel, ‘* Forbear to report 
the man’s wrong-doings for seven hours, 
Peradventure he will repent and be forgiven, 
and then the record need not be made 
against him.’’ It is thus our Master feels 
toward us. He is quick to commend us for 
the good we do, for our obedience, our serv- 
ice, but he is reluctant and slow to set down 
evil against us.— Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, 
N.Y. From ‘' When the Song Begins,’ by 
J. R. Miller, D.D. 


The Chinese and His. Murderer.—/or- 
giving each other (Golden Text), A Cos- 
sack, in.a fit of. drunkenness, had shot a 
Chinese, and it was necessary to bring 
several of the men to the bedside of the 
dying victim for the purpose of identify- 
ing the culprit. ‘The Chinese, however, re- 
fused absolutely to single out the guilty 
man, saying, ‘*Why should he be killed 
since I must die in any case?’’ Then they 
explained to him that the man would only be 
severely punished, to which the Chinese re- 
sponded that since he forgave the culprit 
there was no reason why he should suffer. 
Then the theory of punishment was adduced 
as an argument, The Cossack must be pun- 
ished in order that he might not repeat the 
offense. ‘*But,’’ said the Chinese, ‘he 
will never do it again when he knows that I 
forgive him.’’—Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, 
N. Y. From Sabbath Reading. 


A Cure for Headaches.— How oft shall 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? (v.21). At a women’s meeting the 
subject of cures came up, when a newcomer 
was asked to give her experience. ‘‘I don’t 
mind telling; but I guess you will think it is 
a funny kind of cure,’’ she replied with a 
smile. ‘*Onee, years ago, I had a dreadful 
headache. I hadn’t slept a wink the night 
before. I was grieving about a friend who 
hadn’t treated me right, I was just brood- 
ing away, going over and over again in my 
mind what I would say to Mehitable Record 
some day, when I saw that a big grudge was 
growing right up inside of me. |‘ Now,’ said 
I to myself, ‘suppose Mehitable Record did 
Is that a reason why you 
should grow a grudge?’ So I set -right 
about forgiving her as hard as I could, and 
pretty soon I just loved her, no matter what 
she had done.’’ The needles were motion- 
less, The speaker, although flushing under 
the gaze of many eyes, continued: ‘* And 
when I had thoroughly forgiven her, my 
neadache was gone and [I felt nice all. over, 
It set me to thinking, 

‘* After that, whenever I had a headache 
or pain, I practised going away by myself 
and forgiving some one, and it worked won- 
derfully.’’ ‘*‘ Did you always have sonie 
one,’’ asked the minister’s wife. softly;. ‘* to 
practise on?’’ ‘* Deary’ me, no,’’ said 
Aunty Glen. ‘‘ Everybody’s always treated 
me so nice I ran out of folks to forgive long 
ago.’’ ‘How did you manage your cure, 


> 





then?’’ ‘Oh, ‘long about that same time, 


I ran out of aches and pains, too. I haven’t 
lost a day in bed in forty-five years.’’ There 
was a pause. Miss Everett, with shining 
eyes, broke the silence: ‘* Ladies, I move a 
vote of thanks to dear Aunty Glen for a bit 
of very seeperes and very dear philoso- 
phy. And | move also that we a —_ her 
cure and practise it,’”’—Mary £. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn, From The Youth's Com- 


panion. é 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the 
Anglo-A 


lews, and Minister to the 
can Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


HOW kim his fault between thee and him 
alone (v, 15). The sting is in the tail- 
word, ‘‘alone,’”’ as Oriental feelings 

insist on immediate and preferably public 
expression. One often sees two men railing 
at each other in the street about some-per- 
sonal or family matter. ‘The presence of a 
crowd, at once. critical through previous 
knowledge of the litigants, and sympathetic 
inasmuch as no one knows whose turn may 
come next, gives to the altercation the aspect 
of a literary function or organized debate. 
It has further a precautionary value in case 
either party should be tempted toe use the 
dagger. Victory goes either to the tact that 
can present the soft answer (Judg. 8 : 1-3) 
or to the side that excels in anger and in- 
dignation (2 Sam. 19: 43). 

As the Gentile and the publican (v. 17). 
The Gentiie preferred to be a Gentile, and 
the Jewish publican became such voluntarily 
for the sake of private gain.’ When a Jew- 
ish rabbi was once asked what he thought of 
Gentile philosophy and culture, he replied 
that meditation on the Law was meant to 
occupy both day and night (Psa. 1: 2), but 
if there was any part of the twenty-four hours 
that belonged to neither day nor night, it 
might without sin or loss be devoted to such 
vanities! Peter, in his address to Corne- 
lius,.explains the popular attitude of the Jews 
towerd the Gentiles as one of complete sev- 
erance of all communication (Acts 10 : 28). 
When the writer once asked a Jewish rabbi 
to account for the fact that the great Gentile 
church is to-day using his Old Testament, he 
replied, ‘*‘ When our fathers marched out of 
Egypt they had a ‘ mixed multitude’ at their 
heels, and we have them still!’’ The ref- 
erence in the text thus implied that after 
everything had been done to restore friend- 
ship and attest the truth, the affronted or in- 
jured party should cease from the inward 
fret that might lead to retaliation and from 
such further rehearsal of his grievance as could 
only call forth the pity or exhaust the pa- 
tience of his friends, The allusion to the 
Gentile as a simile of aloofness became ob- 
solete in less than thirty years after the death 
of Christ, because a_ basis of fellowship had 
been found in which there was neither Jew 
nor Gentile. 

His lord was wroth, and delivered him to 
the tormentors (v. 34). Until quite recent 
years in the East flogging was not only a 
common form of punishment, but was also 
in constant use in the courts of justice in 
order to compel the suspected person to in- 
dicate his accomplices, or reveal where the 
stolen property was hidden. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGyprt. 
% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee with a gratitude beyond words 
for thine own forgiveness of oursins. We thank 
thee that.through Jesus Christ thou dost take 
away the burden of our sin, and that in him we 
are set free from its bondage. If any of us have 
not extended to others the unmeasured forgive- 
ness with which thou hast made us free, we pray 
thee that we may no longer harbor resentment 
and unforgiveness toward others, but may speed- 
ily and mn ene forgive. We beseech thee 
that thou wilt by thy grace make this thing pos- 
sible for us which is so impossible in our human 
will or strength. O Christ, thou who art the liv- 
ing and forgiving Saviour, teach us to be kind 
and compassionate and altogether forgiving: 
In thine own name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—-It was not long after 
Henry Clay Trumbull, that beloved editor of 
The Sunday School Timeseand pioneer in 
Sunday-school progress, had gone to his 
heavénly home, that his friend John Wena- 
maker said this of him: ‘*The devil had a 
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more difficult time in carrying out his pur- 
poses whenever Mr. Trumbull came upon 
the scene. He knew when to be silent as 
well as to speak, and his silences often 
swayed men who calmed under his eyes that 
seemed to say, ‘If I were you I would be 
more gentle.’ So well proportioned was he, 
and in such perfect balance, that he could 
fairly be taken for the expression of God’s 
square man unfolding, day by day, God’s 
way of life to man.” - 

With Dr, Trumbull’s fiery strength there 
was a wonanly tenderness and radiant kind-. 
ness about him that won others wherever he 
went. Jesus Christ can enable any one of 
us so to live that hard hearts will grow gentle 
and responsive when we are near, because 


: Christ shines forth through us, if we are 


willing to let him. If we say that we cannot 
forgive those who have injured us, it is as if 
we were wanting to push aside God’s for- 
giveness. If we say we can forgive; but can- 
not forget, it would be well for us to re- 
member that God can not only forgive us our 
sins, but he will remeniber them no more. 
Forgiveness implies a generous forgetting, 
so I am going to put the two words together: 
on the board, so that we can keep them in 
our minds together, inseparably. 





ORGIVE 
ORGET 











Is this too great for us to do?. I[t is not 
too great for God through Christ: Jesus. 
Through him we may learn the pleasure and 
practise of free and unqualified forgiving. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


**I need thee every hour."’ 
poser calls us, o'er the tumult."’ 
** Jesus, wher'er thy people meet. 
‘** Lord, as to thy dear cross we flee.”’ 
**O Master, let me walk with thee."’ 
**Saviour, thy dying love thou gavest me.*’ 
**So let our lips pon | lives express."’ , 
‘* Take my life, and let it be," ‘ 
(References in ntheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”*) © ‘ 
Psalm 130 : 1-5 (282 : 1-5). : 
Psalm 32 : 1-6 (66 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112 : 1-6 (228 : 1-5). . 
Psalm 7 : 1-8 (11 : 3-5). 
Psalm 136 : 1-4, 13, 14 (293 : 1-3). 
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One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That Is -Néeded 
for Successful Teaching . : 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


HE Hrippen GoLpEN TExT.—This ex- 
ercise may suffice for the teaching of 
the lesson entire, or it may be used as 

a review. The Golden Text sums up the 
lesson finely : ‘* Be ye kind’ one‘to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as 
God also in Christ forgave’ you.’’ ‘The 
teacher will print this Golden ‘Text on 4 
sheet of cardboard, in letters large enough 
to be read easily by all the class, and o¢cu- 
pying several lines. He will then write the 
following questions on slips of paper of uni- 
form size, and will paste these over’ the 
Golden Text, fastening only the tips of the 
slips to. the cardboard, ‘and dividing. the 

uestions evenly among the words. The 
slips will, of course, be attached to “the 
spaces between the words, and will not be 
pasted upon the words themselves, ; 

The pupils will tear off the questions one 
at a time, in the right order. Each question 
will be read aloud by the one that pulls it 
off, and answered by him if he can, After 
all have been removed, and the Golden Text 
is disclosed, it will be read by the class in 
concert. If there is time the teacher may go 
over the questions again, himself asking 
them of the pupils in the order in which they 
sit, but taking ‘the questions in haphazard 
order. The slips will be retained by those 
that answer them, the class to see which 
pupil will have the largest number. 

The following questions are only sugges- 
tions : 

** Where was the conversation which we 
are to study held? -Who asked Christ about 
forgiveness? Why was it natural that Peter 
should be troubled about the matter of for- 
giveness? Why did Peter expect Christ’s 
praise when he suggested forgiving a wrong 
repeated seven times? How many times 
did Christ say we are to forgive those that 
wrong us? Did Christ mean that we are to 
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forgive a wrong 490 times, and not the 49Ist 
time? Then what did he mean? Whom 
does the king of Christ’s ble represent ? 
How many talents did the king’s servant 
owe the king? What kind of ‘servant’ could 
owe a king? How much, in our money, 
did this officer-servant owe the king? What 
fact in our lives is iss caeageamnaty. A gd coe 
flebt which the servant owed the king? 
What was. the law in Palestine when a debt 
could not be paid? How are our modern 
laws ng debt better than those in an- 
cient tine? What has caused the dif- 
ference? When threatened with slavery, 
what did the debtor servant do? What was 
the result of the servant’s petition of his 
king, and what does this teach about God? 
How much, in our money, was owed by the 
fellow-servant of the debtor servant ? ow 
did the two servants’ debts compare in size? 
How did the servant treat his fellow-servant 
who owed him? What kind of life must the 
first servant have been living in order to be 
capable of such conduct toward a small 
debtor, when he had just been forgiven so 
great a debt? How did the king learn what 
had been done, and how much does our King 
know about the way we treat our fellow- 
servants? How was the cruel servant pun- 
ished ? What are some of the punishments. 
that come to us, if we are unforgiving? How 
can we learn to forgive wrong-doers ‘from 
the heart’ as well as outwardly? ”’ 


AUBURNDALE, Mass. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


Eleven stereographs (or lesson pictures) will 
be needed for this fourth quarter, costing $1.84. 
‘Those who own the 191r material need only 
nine new ones, costing $1.50. ‘Those who have 
both 1910 and rorr material need only eight new 
ones ($1.34). ‘The stereoscope (through which 
the pictures are seen in vivid life-likeness) is 
8s cents. Stereographs, less than four in one 
order, are 20 centseach. Postage or express is 
prepaid by the publishers on every order. Send 
to ‘he Sunday School ‘Times Company,- 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


T SEEMS probable that Jesus’ words 
| aliout forgiveness were spoken at Ca- 

pernaum. ‘But there is to-day no town 
where Capernaum, used to stand, You 
would meet’ ‘very few people “anywhere 
around its old site. If you want to see just 
such homes and shops and narrow, crowded 
streets as Capernaum used to. have, you 
must visit some Palestine town which is still 
full and busy. Go to Jerusalem, for exam- 
ple. 


Our map marks with the number 47 a 


. Ane 2 3 
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spot near. the southern end of Christian 
Street. If you stand there and look north 
as the arrow points, you have right before 
you just such a scene as Peter and most of 
his friends and neighbors had been used to 
all their lives (Capernaum was, of course, a 
smaller place. than Jerusalem, but in the 
Orient even a small town is built in the 
manner of a city, so far as it goes). The 
street you see now is not much broader than 
a good American sidewalk. It is paved 
with stone. The stone buildings alongside 
are set close against each other with no open 
spaces between them. Shopkeepers oft-n 
set tables and benches out in a narrow street 
like this, beside their open doors. The 
folks whom you see coming and going have 
little room to spare. In a place like this 
people can hardly help getting in each other’s 
way. It is easy to see how common, every- 
day annoyances, such as we cause each 





‘of stairs. 


‘| found a good home, and is now a pet. 





other, might be multiplied still further if we 
had to live under Oriental conditions. But 
Jesus taught that the more annoyances one 


eo 
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has to suffer, the more opportunities he has 
to forgive. ; 

(Use a stere h entitled, ‘« Christian 
Street; life in ‘the Holy City’s bazaar dis- 
trict, Jerusalem.’’) 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teracuinc.—Kind and forgivin 
deeds make this world better a 
happier, 

Deve of Memory Text,—In last 
Sunday’s lesson Jesus told his disciples to 
be like little children. ‘l'o-day’s text tells 
three things that all followers of Jesus should 
be. A few short stories will help us to 
know these three things. 

Tell briefly ‘*The Good Samaritan ’’ 
(Luke 10 : 30-35); then write on the board 
and repeat, ‘* Be ye kind one to another,’’ 
Recall some kind acts of Jesus from recent 
lessons, 

Have you heard of the Boy Scouts? 
They promise to try to do at least one kind 
thing every day, without expecting any pay. 
They find many chances, 

A stout, lame woman, carrying a suit- 
case, started up the stairs to an élevated 
railroad station in Chicago. She lifted the 
suit-case up one step, then set it down, and 
took hold of the railing to help herself up. 
It was slow work, and there were two flights 
She had climbed six steps when a 
fine, strong fellow met her as he came down. 
He must have known the Scout motto, or 
the Christ motto, ‘*Be ye kind,’’ for he 
lifted his hat, picked up the heavy suit-case, 
and said, ‘*Take my arm, and let me carry 
this upstairs for you.’’ A smile came over 
the woman’s face as she looked up and 
thanked him. I think she asked God’s 
blessing on him. Ile felt happier for doing 
a kind Geed, and whistled as he came down- 
stairs, hurrying to his work. Perhaps when 
a child he had learnéd to sing : 





‘* Help us to-do the things we should, 
To be to others ind and good,”’ etc. 
(Songs for Little People : Pilgrim Press, Boston , 60c.) 


Repeat, ‘* Be ye kind,”’ etc., and sing from 
the same book : 


* Father.in heaven, help thy little children." 


How many want another true story ? 

Not long ago some cruel boys chased a 
little, frightened, hungry kitten so it ran 
under the porch through a small hole in the 
lattice. *#t couldn’t get out, but cried louder 
andlouder. The family heard it, and called, 
but kitty was afraid, and couldn’t be coaxed 
to come near the hole. They could see 
kitty’s shining eyes. They couldn’t stand 
the crying. <A kind man pried off some 
lattice boards, crawled through, and picked 
up the shivering kitty. His wife warmed a 
saucer of milk. Before long kitty was less 
frightened and tried to drink, but was too 
small to lap milk, so was fed with a spoon, 
These kind people made a bed for it in a 
basket on the back porch. ‘The kitten had 
The 
people who cared for kitty were ¢ender- 
hearted, which means they couldn’t bear to 
see anything suffer without trying to help. 

The follower of Jesus should be 4ind and 
tender-hearted, ready to comfort and help 
any one in sorrow, pain, or trouble. (Write 
** tender-hearted.’’) 

Jesus told a story to make plain what the 
third thing means, ‘‘ Forgiving each other.”’ 
Peter had asked Jesus how many times he 
should forgive. Jesus said many, many 
times, ‘‘ Seventy times seven.’’? Tell the 
main points about ‘The Two Debtors.’’ 
The picture shows the rich servant abusing 
the poor one. He could not truly pray that 
part of our Lord’s Prayer which says, ‘‘ For- 
give us our debts as we forgive others.”’ 
(Write ** Forgiving each other,’’ and repeat 
the three things.) 

Are they too hard for children? When 
Jesus lived on earth, he did these things, 
and we want to be like him. Repeat: 


‘* Saviour, teach me day by day 
Love's sweet lesson to obey.” 


After the Stories.—It is easy to be kind to 
triends who aré kind to us. There are only 
ten more days before Christmas. We can 


plan to be kind to some children whom we ' 8-20. 





never saw. We could trim a Christmas-tree 
for the children in the ——? (hospital, 
home, or mission.) Suggest plans to help 
some local group, 

Hand-work.—Copy the three things that 
Jesus wants his followers to be. 

Home-work,—String mm, or cran- 
berries, or make something to decorate the 
tree. Watch for chances to be kind, tender- 
hearted, and forgiving. 

In connection with this lesson, impress 


the children that all Christmas should 
be made. or bought, and n in a kind, 
loving spirit, Jesus was *s gift of love 


to the world, 
CuIcaco, ILL, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


I, Forgiveness Taught. 
Il, Forgiveness Pictured, 
III, Forgiveness Applied. 


HICH of our thirteen original colonies 
was a refuge for persecuted debtors? 
Recall James Oglethorpe in Georgia. 
What was formerly done to debtors in Eng- 
land? What was done in the Orient? The 
old idea was, ‘‘ An eye for an eye,’’ etc., but 
Jesus’ standard for men was.seen in the old 
priest who invited the young brother to go 
forth with him to destroy their enemies, ‘I 
young man accepted, anticipating a day of 
exciting battles. But the day passed filled 
with only kind words and deeds. The old 
man had destroyed his enemies by transform- 
ing them into friends. 

What things other than a money debt 
might we be asked to forgive? Jesus had 
been teaching his disciples about their duty 
to offenders, telling them to remember theis 
own records and be charitable and merciful, 
when Peter comes forth with a question, 

Find the question, Did Peter intend to 
be generous? Explain that to forgive 
three times was ‘‘ the limit’? in Jewish law. 
What was Jesus’ reply? Did Jesus mean 
four hundred and ninety times? How long 
would this number of times last you? What 
was. wrong ‘with Petet’s idea?’ “Note that 
there is no limit to Jesus’ forgiveness. What 
parable did Jesus ‘then tell? “Explain the 
story, noting the comparative size of our debt 
to God and others’ debts to us. Recall how 
Peter in his later life: was glad to remember 
that Jesus would forgive a penitent. 

Jesus on another occasion gave to the 
people a beautiful story-picture of the way 
the heavenly Father forgives. Recall the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son, and the father 
running to meet the returning prodigal. So 
the father meets us on each return to him, 
and so we ‘must meet those who trespass 
against ts. Ephesians 4 : 32 marked and 
memorized, Try a method of forgiveness like 
the old Arab sheikh (‘* Yussouf,”’? by James 
Russell Lowell), to whose tent a stranger 
came one night and begged for shelter and 
protection from his pursuers, ‘Come in,’’ 
said Yussouf, ‘‘ this tent is mine, but no more 
than it is God’s.”” On awakening, Yussouf 
gave to the stranger gold and his swiftest 
horse. Sobbing, the stranger then confessed 
that he was the murderer of Yussouf’s son. 


“Take thrice the gold,”’ said Yussouf, ‘for 
with thee 

Into the desert, never to return, 

My one black thought shall ride away from 

me.” 

Is there any one you should forgive? 
Jesus, the old priest, and Yussouf have 
shown you how. 

Jesus has shown you wy a Christian for- 
gives. With an unforgiving heart, which 
part of the ‘‘Lord’s Prayer’’ dare we not 
pray? Any girl who has herself asked for- 
giveness of Jesus can never be. unforgiving. 

Need we wait to forgive until it is asked? 

Can we forgive without forgetting? Joes 
forgiveness help in forgetting? Walking out 
with one of my girls one day, she showed me 
a very sore finger, and I told her what to do 
for its healing. When girl does a mean 
thing to you, she has shown you a ‘sore 
place ’’ in her life that needs healing. Per. 
haps you have unconsciously irritated it. Let 
this mean thing call you to do something 
lovely to heal that ‘‘sore place.’ 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson. 
Read Isaiah 9: 3-7. Who was Isaiah? 
Did Jesus fulfil this prophecy? Then why 
didn’t the Jews believe on him ? 
Read Luke 2: 1-20. Memorize verses 
Underline those sad words, ‘‘No 
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room.’’ 
Jesus? 


How do people say that to-day, to 
Read Isaiah 9: 2; 
What was the ‘ 


Pew Iie 
ness”? ? 
Jesus ‘*the Light ’’? 
Memorize Isaiah 9:6, How did Jesus 


fulfil these names? 
picture in Isaiah 9: 5. 


3 3: 19. 
hy was 


toe tek he ok f Christ bring 
ow ie co o to 
the heart? ™ fey 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Boy’s-Eye View of the Lesson 
By Pucker 


A Word by the Editor.—Pucker’s view 
suggests the following plan for presenting. 
this lesson ; 


A. Approach to the Lesson. 

The element of the une ted is intro- 
duced when the oye Eesater that all 
but one have failed to turn in the home 
work. 

B, Lesson Truths to be Emphasised. 
1. How to treat ee man ne has done a 

e world’s way. 

reich pape {chiens way. r 

2. What will win the wrong-doer. 

3. Forgiving a man who isn’t sorry. 

’ 4 How often to forgive. 

5. The reason for forgiving others. 

C. Suggested Questions. 

1. at's the main thing to do when an- 
other doesn't ‘treat you square "’ ? 

2. Which is worse off, the man who has 
suffered an injury or the man who has 
done the injury ? 

3. What kind of forgiveness toward the 
wrong-doer is necessary ? 

4. How many times did Peter think we 
ought to forgive a person? 

5. How amet | did Jesus say? What did 
he mean 

6. What is the real reason for forgiving 
others in this way ? 

D. Lllustrations of Lesson Points. 

1. The big old army musket. 

2. ‘The two fatmers. 

3. The lesson Story of the debtors, 

4. The picture of Jesus at the scene: of hig 
arrest. 

E. Home Work. 

Each boy to write’a ‘short story in his‘own 
words of how Jesus was bora * ry 4 

66 OMEBODY forgot to do the work 
this week,’’ said teacher last Sun- 
day, looking at me sort of sad, and 

all of a sudden I remembered that I had for- 
gotten to write my story and take it to the 
teacher’s house. I was just starting to hang 
my head when Fred Keller spoke up and 
said, ‘* Oh, I forgot all about it,’’ and Bert 
and Skinny and everybody was looking 
ashamed, I guess it must have been the 
fine skating that made us forget. 

**Carl is the only one who handed in a 
story,’’ said teacher, ‘‘ so we are all indebted 
to him for keeping our lesson from being a 
failure.’’ 

‘* Before I read his story,’’ he went on, 
*let’s learn something of the lesson, It’s 
about the fellow who doesn’t treat you 
square, cheats you, lies about you, gets 
ahead of you by crookedness, What’s the 
main thing to dein a case like that?’’ 

*¢ Soak him a swift jab on the jaw,” 
shouted Bulldog Jones, looking fierce. 

** Pay him back with compound interest,’’ 
said Skinny. : 

** Oh, boys,’’ interrupted teacher, ‘‘is that 
the: spirit of Christ? ”’ 

** Well,’’ answered Bert, ‘‘ you’ve got to 
do something to him so he won’t do you that 
way any more.’’ 

‘* Whose side are you taking?’’ asked 
teacher, ‘‘ the one wronged or the one who 
did the wrong?”’ 

** The fellow it was done to,’’ said Bull- 





dog. : 
‘* Which is worse off,’’ went on teacher, 
‘*the man who steals money, or the man 
who has his money stclen ?”’ 

*s Why, the one that lost his money, of 
course,’’ answered Skinny. 

*¢ But he has lost only money,’’ replied 
teacher, *‘ while the other has lost his hon- 
esty. Which is the worse loss?”’ 

‘* That’s so,’’ said Bert. ‘‘I never thought 
of that.”’ 

**Carl, just hand me that gun bebind the 
door,’’ said teacher, and Carl lugged out a 
big old army musket. 

** Would you boys like to come over to- 
morrow and take turns firing this off ?"* 
teacher asked. 


( Continued -on next page) 
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H4vE you liked The Sunday School Times 

during 1912? We believe that the year to 
come will find the paper notably improved as the 
result of this year’s experience in its enlarged 
scope and size. On page 761 is an announcement 
of new features in the department of Family 
Worship for the new year. The following series 
of articles are also of notable importance: 


How Christ Captured a Soul 


A VIVACIOUS American girl, brought up in a college 
town, began to get intimations that there were 
some Christian young people who found in their Bible- 





‘study and prayer a joy that she did not know. She was 


a Christian, but to her, good times meant chiefly music, 
skating, boating, and tennis. 

When, later, she went to India as a missionary’s 
wife, she had not yielded up her life to Christ's mastery. 
And God longed to have her do so, that he might show 
her his love in undreamed of ways. She would not let 
him. He patiently sought to win her. It was a des- 
perate struggle, out there in India, with unbelief threaten- 
ing her heart, after the surgery of God's love had cut 
unsparingly deep because of her need... How the con- 
flict was ended, and what life has meant to her since 
then, together with the story of the earlier days in India 
and America,.are told .in a series by sketches which this 
girl, now grown to womanhood, is writing for The Sunday 


1 Sehigot Times, to be + oe in 1913. 


‘Lady Sn S 





Adventures in Archeology 


Ro* many years the wife of Sir William M. Ramsay 
of Scotland, the widely-known archeologist, whose 
studies of Paul's life and travels have meant so much to 
New Testament scholarship, has accompanied her hus- 
band in his journeys in Asia Minor. Together they have 
ridden and driven over the sites of the New Testament 
churches, sharing with each other the hardships and de- 
lights of life in the field. With a Scotchwoman’s keen 
observation and wit, Lady Ramsay has written out some 
of the everyday experiences that their travels brought 
them. She takes one behind the scenes in the life of an 
archeologist, and tells of the usual and unusual adven- 
tures that are the background of such work. Her series 
will be commenced in the Times early in 1913. 


Professor Griffith Thomas on Genesis 


OR the first six months of 1913 the Sunday-school 
lessons are to be in Genesis. Skilled guidance will 
be needed if we are to gain the most for ourselves and 
our classes. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas of Wycliffe 
College, Toronto, will write every week, in the lesson de- 
partment of The Sunday School Times, on the points in 
the lesson that are likely to puzzle the ordinary reader. 
Professor Griffith Thomas’ thorough familiarity with the 
literature. of ‘the destructive Higher Criticism has not 
shaken his unswerving belief in the inspiration and super- 
natural character of the Bible as God’s own Word, unique 
among books. His ripe scholarship will be at the disposal 
of the Times’ readers. 

















( Continued from preceding page) 

**Not me,” grinned Bulldog.  * po 
kick feller into the middle of next wee 
And the rest of us thought so too. 

** Well, boys,’’ went on teacher, ‘*‘ that’s 
the way it is with all wrong-doing. It hurts 
the one who does tt more than the one 
aimed at. What, then, is the most impor- 
se thing to do when some one treats you 

?’? he asked again. 
an | guess it is to help make him better,’’ 
said Carl, : 

** That's it,’? declared teacher. “ That’s 
what Jesus meant by ‘thou hast won thy 
brother.” How are you going to do it?” 
he went on, ‘‘ by getting even with him ?”’ 

** No, sir,’’ I said. ‘‘ He’d do you worse 
than ever then, You'd have to treat him 
kind.”’ 

Then teacher told a story about two far- 
mers. One of them found his neighbor's 
cows in his cornfield, and he just shut them 
up and made the owner pay twenty-five dol- 
lars’ damages. Of course, after that they 
weren’t very good friends. Then one night 
the mean man’s cows got in the other man’s 
corn, but instead of collecting damages he 
just drove them back to the mean man’s 
barn, told him he knew it was an accident, 
and wouldn’t take a cent. Then they were 
friends spe: ‘** He had won his neighbor,’’ 
said teacher. 

** But,’’ went on teacher, ‘* before you can 


treat a mean fellow right you’ve got to for- 


give him,”’ 

** How you going to forgive him when he’s 
glad he done it? *’ pouted Bulldog. 

**Oh,’’ replied teacher, ‘‘ you can forgive 
him in your heart, whether he accepts it or 
not. He can’t force you to go on hating 
him.”’ 

**How many times did Peter think we 
ought to forgive a person?’’ was the next 
question. 

** Seven,’’ spoke up Skinny. 

**How many did Jesus say?’’ teacher 
asked. 

‘*Four hundred and ninety,’’ piped up 
Carl, ‘* that’s what seventy times seven is.’’ 

‘*Huh!’’ says Bulldog, ‘‘you’d lose 
count long before you got to that.’’ 

“«That’s just what Jesus means,” said 
teacher, ‘to lose vall count” and vat mi f 
right on. forgiving.’ 

‘* Now, the reason why we ouglit always 
to be forgiving,’’ he wenton, ‘Carl, read 
your story.’’ 

So Carl read it, all in his own words, you 
know, about the servant that owed the king 
ten million dollars, but instead of selling him 
and his family for slaves, the king just for- 
gave him and marked it all off the books; 
and then how this servant, as soon as he 
was free, went and had a man arrested that 
owed him sixteen doilars, and kept him in 
jail because he couldn’t pay it. 

**Do you see?’’ asked teacher, ‘* We 
have done ten thousand times more against 
God than any one has ever done against us, 
and how mean it would be fer us to want 
God to forgive us, and then we not be will- 
ing to forgive others,’’ 

He showed us a picture with the name cut 
off for us to guess, I knew right off that it 
was Jesus fixing the ear of that fellow that 
came out to arrest him. 

** That’s our example,’’ said teacher when 
we had guessed it, ‘‘ good for evil. Don’t 
forget it when you are tempted to get even 
or pay back.’’? Then the bell rang, and we 
had just time to say the Golden Text about 
** Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving each other, even as God also in 
Christ forgave you.’’ 

For next Sunday we each have to write a 
short story about how Jesus was born,—in 
our own words, you know, but like it is in 
the Bible. 

% 


The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders 


The Habit of Forgiveness (Matt. 
18 : 15-35) 


NE of the unusual passages of the 
Scriptures is this report of the con- 
versation of Jesus with the Twelve 

regarding forgiveness. There is a natural 
connection between the warning against the 
giving of offense and the advice how to re- 
ceive an attack. The whole point is con- 
tained in the use of the word ‘‘ brother.’’ 
One who regards another man fraternally 
takes careful thought before he responds 
with an attack in return for one, A brother 


Se 
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nialiie many an offense committed by 
those related to him. 

The method of friendly, fraternal approach 
is said to result in ‘* gaining’? such a.man, 
It breaks down his guard, it quickens his 
appreciation of the friendly attitudg,, it may 
save him from ruin, 

Suppose one’s ent is obdurate. Ac- 
cording to Jesus a ‘‘brother’’ is bound to 
haeaeatie try every reasonable method of 
reconciliation, —private remonstrance, then 
the bringing to bear of the combined influ- 
ence of several friends. Only when such an 
attempt has failed should full F  ggewer and 
open accusation be tried. If under no 
method is there any repentance or desire for 
reconciliation on the part of the accused, he 
may be regarded as having forfeited his 
claims to consideration. 

How natural it was for Peter to ask how 
far forgiveness should be carried! He was 
generous in the limit he suggested, or, at 
least, may have thought that he was, since 
the rabbinical limit was three times. When 
Jesus replied, ‘*No, but four hundred and 
ninety times,’’ did he mean to set a limit or 
to remove one? Surely his thought was to 
declare that forgiveness in its very nature 
could have no limit.. It must be never-end- 
ing. Man’s attitude toward his fellow-man 
should be precisely the attitude which he 
expects from bis heavenly Father. 

he verses preceding, which express the 
authority of the church and its conditions, 
have been misinterpreted. No church was 
ever given absolute and unrestricted author- 
ity. It gains its power through united prayer 
andthe presence of Christ. When these 
conditions are lacking. it has no power. We 
are just beginning as a church to appreciate 
the place and power of prayer in the progress 
and achicvements of the organized church, 
as well as in the individual life. 

Our . Lord: completed: his: teaching about 
forgiveness by- a parable which Dr. Philip 
Schaff once declared to contaim ** the hardest 
truth to receive and the easiest to pérceive ’’ 
of any practical lesson in the New Testa- 
ment. Since there is _among. God’s. true 
people ne limit whatever te forgiveness, the 
Kingdonr ‘is like ‘an éarthly King” whose as- 
toundiag Fe stan on a‘ debtor laid +that 
pogo hh. to tae ag Consider: 

ible to -all ot 6 Ho Pas been 
et cleme eae ‘arty Cc wha 
tof helpful fotgivaness, “te 
tone’ should hohestly reckon up his‘ own 
shoftcomings, could he: fail to realize that 
God had in one sense a long aécountagainst 
him ?- If we were summoned to give an ex- 
act reckoning: at any time, we would-be as 
startled and helpless as the king’s debtor. 
But God cancels the debt, from-which we 
could never have freed ourselves. 

When the forgiven servant went out and 
treated harshly the one who owed him a 
small indebtedness,‘ it: says. that ‘**his~-lord 
was angry.’’ There is such a thing as the 
wrath of God against such deliberate, un- 
generous, tyrannical baseness: When aman 
determines to be a bad man, God has to 
place a practical limit on his own desire to 
forgive. Redemption is twofold, and we 
may sin away our opportunity, This is a 
truth of terrific import. 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 
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For Family Worship 
. By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











December 9 to 15 


Sy importance of forgiveness is surely 

demonstrated in the fact that our Lord 

and Master so constantly referred to 

it, and made it one of the very primary prin. 
ciples of following him. 

Although there is great joy in the heart of 
the one forgiven, there is also a satisfying 
joy in the heart of the one who forgives. To 
have suffered because of the carelessness or 
sin of another, and then to be willing and 
able to forgive another his sin and careless- 
ness, brings one very near to the Divine, and 
the compensations are added joy and bless- 
ing. 

Forgiveness in the ordinary things of daily 
life amid the people among whom we move, 
surrounded by commonplace associations, is 
a very practical form of Christianity, and 
demonstrates more clearly than any profes- 
sion the heart and life of the Master. The 
Lord emphasized the place of forgiveness by 


( Continued on next page) 
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The Greatest Bible in 300 years 








“Just the Bible the world has 
been waiting for.’ 


Oxford 
Teachers’ Bibles 


WITH NEW AND UP-TO-DATE HELPS 
ARRANGED UNDER ONE ALPHABET 
Over 3,000,000 Copies Sold 
“They are known from Greeniland’s icy 
Mountains to India’s Coral Sfrand.’’— Zhe 
Bookshel/. 
From $1.56 upward 


The Scofield 
Reference Bible 


A wonderful Book for the English-speaki 
world. With an entirely new system ‘at 
helps and references. 


From $1.50 upward 
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The Students’ Illustrated 
Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land 


By the Rev. William Walter Smith, 
A.B., A.M., M.D. 


Author of ‘‘ The History and the Use of the Prayer 

Book,” ** Christian trine,”” “The Making of the 

Bible,” ‘‘ From Exile to Advent,” ** Sunday-school 

‘leaching,’ “ Religious Education,” “The Ageless 
Hymns of the Church,” ete, 


This book is illustrated with about one hundred 
‘pictures of Bible places and thirty-five maps, many of 
them in colors. 

It is a p vending l and text-book for 
teachers and clergy, and an illuminating course of 
lessons for the Sunday-school, to be weeds in the his- 
tory and geography ages. The book is designed for 
extensive use in private study, in supplemental work 
in classes above the elementary grades, and in teacher- 
training classes that desire to do especially careful 
work in the combined fields of history and geography. 

One of the special features of this book is a very full 
list of Bible pictures and reference works, with definite 
information as to where these can be obtained, 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
repeating its admonition when he gave us 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
Mon.—Matt. 18 : 22-35. Forgiveness. 

Outward expressions and forms of forgive- 
ness are not equivalent to sincerity of heart- 
forgiveness. rist said, “‘ If ye from’ your 
heart forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses.”? If our hearts are near the 
heart of Christ, we will follow him and for- 
give others. 


Teach us, dear Father, the blessedness of 
forgiveness. Maywe forgive not because we 
are compelled to, but may we forgive because 
we desire to, gaining thy spirit and show- 
ing thy life and love in this very forcible 
way. The harder it is the more may we 
fight to overcome, in thy name, Amen, 


Tues.—Matt. 18 : 15-20, Duty Toward Offenders. 

The principle of forgiveness does not in- 
volve carelessness in discipline or justice. 
A friendly, earnest spirit toward those who 
have wronged us in many cases will win 
them. We should be frank and firm, faith- 
ful and forgiving. Many a man would be 
won if this method of Christ had been the 
procedure. 


Our loving Father, we thank thee that 
thou hast always been so thoughtful and 
patient with us, Help us to approach those 


Christ, and with the frank firmness of those 
who are willing to be understood and un- 
willing to be misunderstood. Keep us, O 
God, from allowing any spirit of bitterness 
to grow because of our unwillingness to talk 
Srankly with others. In thyname, Amen, 


Wed.—Gen. 45: 1-15. A Forgiving Brother. 

The story of Joseph is one of the most re- 
markable of all history. No man can read 
through from the beginning the life of Joseph 
and come to this chapter without shedding 
tears himself, or at least having his feelings 
deeply touched. Joseph’s‘was a great big 
soul, and he showed it in his attitude to his 
brothers. 

Our blessed Lord and Master, we thank 
thee that a greater than Joseph has been 
giver to us in thee; that thou hast come 
so freely and forcibly into our lives, and 
hast shown thy forgiving spirit, and hast 
won us to the Father by thy love. Help us 
to draw near thee, and accept thy messages 
of forgiveness for thy sake. Amen, 
Thurs.—Psa. 103 8-18. 

Gratitude for Forgiveness. 

This psalm fairly bubbles over with «clear 
crystal water full of cleansing and refreshing 
power. It invigorates the soul to take such 
a draught and to drink from such a spring. 
How well David knew the meaning of those 
words, ** For he knoweth our frame; he re- 
membereth that we are dust,’’ but his was a 
forgiven love, and his song the song of joy. 


O Thou who art our mighty deliverer, de- 
liver us, we pray thee, from ourselves and 
the sins of our own hearts. As thou didst 
make of this man David (so human and so 
sinful) a man after thine own heart, give to 
us forgiveness and saving grace that we may 
be able to break forth in joyful song and 
gratitude for what thou hast done for us. 
We ask it in Chris?’'s name. Amen, 


Fri.—Psa. 32. Peace of Forgiveness. 

Many a life to-day is not at peace with 
God. Many a heart is troubled, even when 
the face seems cheerful. It is because sin 
has not been forgiven. There is not the 
consciousness of love on the parteof God the 
Father toward his child. The first verse of 
this psalm answers the need. ‘‘ Blessed is 
he whose transgression is forgiven ; whose 
sin is covered,”’ 


Our Heavenly Father, we rejoice in the 
words of this wonderful psalm, and for thy 
willingness to lead us in the paths of peace. 
Thou hast said,** Great peace have they that 
love thy lawand nothing shall offend them.”’ 
Knowing, O God, that we are forgiven, may 
our hearts rejoice and shout for joy every 
day we live. For thy sake. Amen, 


Sat.—Eph. 4: 25-32. Right Social Relations. 
With ail Paul’s great intellect he had 
also a practical common sense and religion 
which every one of us needs. The closing 
words of this chapter emphasize this fact. 
Anger and sin, wrath, theft, and evil-speak- 





ing are all related to their author, the Devil. 
Paul tells us to put them away. 

Gracious and loving Father, thou who 
hast begotten us in thine own image, and 
given to us the place of sons and daughters, 
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who have wronged us with the Spirit of | 





may we cherish the high purposes of thy for- | 
and ‘ never 


grieve thy Ho. ivit, but let all bitterness 
and nails A and clamour and evil 


speaking, be'put away from us, We ask in| _ 


thy name. Amen, 


Sun.—Psa. $1. Prayer for Forgiveness, ‘ 
This 'was. the David made when he 
realized fully his sin, 


derful figur+ of the man who had robbed the 

man of his one ewe lamb when he him- 
self had flocks and to spare. The prophet 
had said to David, ** Thou art the man,’’.and 
David’s heart was broken. ‘* Against theé, 
thee onty, have I sinned. ... Blot out all 
mine iniquities,”’ 

O Thou who arta forgiving God, give to 
us the prayer which David had as he poured. 
out his soul unto thee. Purge us with hys- 
sop that we may be clean, Wash us, that we 
may he whiter than snow, Create within us 
@ clean heart, and renew @ right spirit 
within us. Restore unto us the joy of thy 
salvation. For Christ's sake, Amen, 





Questions in 
the Prayer Life 
Considered by Henry W. Frost 


Home Director of the China Inland Mission 











Readers are invited to submit their 
prayer problems for discussion in this 
department, addressing Mr. Frost in 
care of The Sunday School Times. 


Praying in the Name of Christ 
What is it to pray in the name of Christ? 


[The substance of this answer. was originally 
used in a printed New Year's letter, sent to 


the friends of the China Inland Mission by 
Mr. Frost.) 

EN have not shown much consideration 
for the names of persons except as 
they have served the convenient pur- 

pose of distinguishing one individual from 
another. But God has regarded the matter, 
‘it 1s evident, from a higher standpoint and 
with a deeper appreciation of what names 
rightly signify. To him pames are most im- 
portant, so much so that offen he has insisted 
upon a given person bearing a specific. name 
in order to indicate what his thought was 
concerning the person who bore the name. 
As an illustration of this, he found a man 
named Abram, which means ‘ exalted 
father,’’ and, purposing to make him the 
head of a new race, he changed his name to 
Abraham, which means ‘‘a father of a mul- 
titude.”” And,again, he met a man named 
Jacoh, which means ** contender,’” and hav- 
ing wrestled with him and overcome him, 
he gave him the name of Israel, which means 
**God rules.’? Such illustrations indicate 
that God considers that there should be an 
equivalent between a man and his name,— 
that is, that the name should indicate what 
the man is, and also that the man should be 
what the name indicates. 

This. ideal use of names has never been 
fully applied in human life except as related 
to Jesus Christ. 
that the mind and heart could desire in respect 
to such a matter, God has given a great 
variety of names to his Son, in order to set 
forth, as far as finite language can do so, the 
mary-sided characteristics and perfections 
of his unique personality. The sum total of 
these names—of which there are forty-three 
in the Old Testament and one hundred in 
the New Testament—-gives us God’s concep- 
tion of what Christ is. And then, reversely, 
Christ never belied in the least whai God 
had signified by the names given to him, 
either singly or collectively, It may be said, 
therefore, that to understand Christ’s names 
is to understand Christ, and to understand 
Christ is to understand his names, 

A careful study of the name-titles of Christ 
reveals the fact that his names set him forth 
as God’s true prophet, priest, and king. 
Thus Christ’s names manifest his person, his 
service, and his glory. It will be seen from 
this that his names are infinitely comprehen- 
sive,—that is, that they cover his personality 
in all of its various relationships, in connec- 
tion with both God and man. With such 
thoughts in mind, the name of Jesus begins 
to mean to the saint what it means to God, 


(Continued on next page) 


Nathan the prophet | 
had told him of his wickedness in that won- | 


Here, however, there is all |, 
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(Continued from preceding page) a 
and the saint begins thus to understand 
what it is to possess the name and to use it 
before the Father. It is this comprehension 
which gives to the child of God the sense of 
privilege and the consciousness of power in 
praying in the Name of names. 

rist, in the days of his flesh, committed 
his name to his disciples to be used in prayer, 
and this blessed gift has never been with- 
drawn, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
namé, that will I do, that the Father may be 
lorified in the Son.. If ye shall ask any- 
thing in my name, I will do it.’’ ** Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he 
will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing in my name; ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full.’’ ‘* At that 
day ye shall ask in my name.”’ Thus the 
Lord instructed and encouraged us to pray, 
giving us the high privilege of using the 
name which God can alone acknowledge and 
which he delights to honor. ‘This is what 
he had in mind when he said to Moses: 
** And they shall put my name upon the 
children of Israel, and I will bless them,’’ 
It is not too much to say, in view of the 
above, that prayer in its highest development 
is sheltering oneself beneath the name of 
Christ, and of pleading the value. of that 
name before the throne of grace. No person 
has standing before God except through the 
name, and no plea is heard by God except as 
the Name gives it acceptance and worth. 
These facts produce two effects, First, the 
individual who prays must give up all hope 
of obtaining anything from God by reason of 
what he is or may become. And, second, 
the individual may have confidence that he 
may expect from God anything and every- 
thing which the name calls for. This last 
explains why Christ, in instructing us to pray 
in his name, gave us such illimitable prom- |} 
ises, A little consideration will show that 
the name of Christ, standing for Christ, 
stands also for the will of God. And when 
we pray according to God’s will, there is no 
further hindrance to our obtaining all which 
that infinite will may do for us, 
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Secrets of Suniey School Teaching 
(By Edward Leigh Pell, D,D.).—Wherever 
you touch this book you get an electric 
shock. Its thirty-five chapters take up all 
the problems that a Sunday-school teacher 
is likely to meet with, and- show the absurd 
mistakes often made, as well as the common- 
sense way to solve the problems. Every 
question is investigated down to the roots, 
and the reader feels that the last word has 
been said. ‘The book is eminently practical. 
Theories are forgotten in getting back to the 














things that work. The treatment is con- 
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Winning Men One by One 

By H. WELLINGTON Woop. How, 
a consecrated” business man has 
used his everyday opportunities to 
win men to Christ r; most quick- 
ening and enlightening book for 
every Christian. Cloth, 50 cents 
postpaid. (Revised and enlarged 
second edition, illustrated.) 


The «*« How ’”’ Book 


How to reach, hold, and teach 
men, and how ithas beendone. By 
MARSHALL A, Hupson, Founder 
and President of the World’s Baraca 
Bible Class Union. A _ book for 
adult Bible Classes. 50 cents 


postpaid, 
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crete, the illustrations original and striking. 
The book not only tells how to teach, but is 
itself a model of teaching methods. The 
author’s use of questions, keen comparisons, . 
and incidents from life fully live up to his 
instructions, This makes it an ideal book 
for training-classes.~ Its study by the teachers 
of the average Sunday-school would create a 
marked change in method and spirit. (Re- 
vell, $1, net.) 


Sunday School Teaching: Its. Aims 
and Its Methods (By the Rev. H. A. Lester). 
—A survey of Sunday-school conditions in 
the Church of England schools of the Di- 
ocese of London has discovered the weak 
point there, as elsewhere, to be the teach- 
ing. ‘These addresses have been compiled 
and published to instruct the teachers in 
their work. The ground covered is that 





commonly given in American teacher-train- 
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and method, though in a different style of 
expression from American writing. The 
introduction by the Bishop of. London is 
a forceful. plea for better. Sunday-schools, 
The ideals of the book are high, and the 
méthods suggested are sure to bring good 
results, Ah appendix gives a good list of 
boots for a Sunday-school teacher’s library, 
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‘the ‘schools in “the Diocese of Londén. 
(Longmans, Green and Co., 70 cents, net.) 


The High Road to Christ, A Po; 
Essay in Re-statement (By Richard Roberts). 
—To clear away obstructions that modern 
thought and its new problems may have 
put in the way of young seekers after Christ, 
is the intention of the popular pulpit ad- 
dresses which are gathered together in this 
little volume. The author’s 6 awe ton- 
victions about the big thi the G 
the things which are unaffected by sc ow 
or advancing knowl discussed in 
plain terms under such heads as The Right 


‘of Way for Faith, The Bible in a New Bind- 


ing, The Cross, The Saving of the Soul. It 
is, indeed, suggested that modern criticism 
has made necessary new views of the Bible 
at points where the critical result is far from 
assured ; and one might also wish that there 
were added to the reasoned conclusion of the 
Lordship of Christ some of the Pauline in- 
tensity and passion for Christ which the 
author has shown elsewhere. But perma- 
nent value must attach to the deep gleams of 
trath that give new light on the meaning of 
life and personality, of forgiveness and sal- 
vation, and other deep verities. (Cassell, 
$1, net,). 





(aaaes at Home 





An Adopted Guest 
By Sally Campbell 


OBBY BRISTOW snapped the Yale lock 
behind him and put the key in his 
pocket with a feeling of importance. 

He was the man of the house ‘to-day until 
nearly supper-time. 

*¢ There’s nobody home.there ! ’’ he called 
to the man on the porch in the next yard. 
*¢ They are all away.’ 

‘“*Are they? ‘Thank you,’’ said the man. 
He looked at his bags, of which there were 
anumber and a variety ; he must have bought 
them in a cab,‘ Then I guess I will wait 
be ee of them c 


walked yeichly down thie shee. 


va it bare ll wait,’? “was thinking. ‘*Be- 
cause the Coopers won’t be home any sooner 
than our. family will... They are-off for the 


day. I wonder who he is.” 

Bobby believed he knew. That was-why 
he went so fast to get out of sight. ° 

**I suppose maybé it’s:their company, the 
missionary doctor that was coming from 
China. But he wasn’t coming before night. 
And, any way, I can’t helpit: Ofcourse Mr. 
and Mrs. Cooper wouldn’tlike it; - But it isn’t 
my fault.’’ 

Bobby remembered guiltily times when one 
or another of the Coopers had taken him in 
and fed him with cookies or fudge or some- 
thing until his own house showed signs of life. 
i last spring, when he sprained his ankle, 

rs. Cooper had read to him and played 
checkers with him, 
splendid neighbors, 

“And I’m ¢eir neighbor!’’ Bobby 
stood stock still on the pavement as the 
thought struck him, ‘‘I’m all they’ve got 
to-day. Ii I didn’t help them out when I 
could, when they are always so ready to do it, 
I’d be ashamed,”’ 

He-had wheeled.around.and was hurrying 
faster than he hadcome. ‘“* Any way, I sup- 
pose, Dr. Seabury being a missionary that’s 
taking a vaeation from the heathen, you ought 
to be polite to him.’ 

Dr. Seabury was glad enough to accept 
Bobb: invitation. Between them the 
mae all the bags from the Cooper Pvc | 
to the Bristow hall. And Dr. Seabury 
washed his face and hands, 

Bobby stopped a sigh from being heard. 
Anybody with any manners, when he has un- 
dertaken company has to entertain it. 

‘* Would you like to see the town?’ he 
asked. 

Bobby despised looking at the town; he 
had been looking at it every day since he was 
born. 

‘* No, thank you,’’ said Dr. Seabury with 
delightful promptress, ‘‘ not just yet. | Don’t 
you worry about me. Iam used to taking 
care of myself. Where were you going ? ”’ 

**Oh, only to play ball,”* answefed Bobby, 
with a really fine air of indifference. ‘* They 
won’t wait for mé ; ‘it’s just practise.’’ 

‘© Take me along, will you ?’’ said Dr. Sea 
bury... ‘*1’d like nothing better than te 


( Continued on next page) 
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Dr. Grenfell’s Otwn Story of the People ' 
on:the Labrador. ; 


Off the Rocks = 5 - 
Lite-stories of the dedp-sea fisher-folk of Labra- 
: dor. liy Wi_rrep T, GRENFELL. 259 pages; 12 
iliustrations. $1.00, 


Exquisite Sketches of Every Day 
‘haracters, . 


Simples from the 
Master’s Garden 


By Anniz TruMmBuLt Stosson. A series of 
short character sketches picturing people in 
humble walks of life who silently teach oat 
lessons, Illustrated; gift-book style; colored 
border on text page. #i 00. 


A Beautiful New England Story. 


The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark 


By Anniz TrumButt Stosson. One of the 
most beautiful of Mrs. Slosson’s New England 
stories is now issued in this special edition. It 
is the story of a girl in a mountain village, 
counted a heretic by her neighbors, but whose 
life reveals the ney. of a strange and trans- 
forming vision that the country-folk could not 
understand. ‘The story has all of the distinc- 
tive qualities that one reviewer to write 
of.other work of hers, “ lite: art in which we 
have had no master since t¢ nm dropped 
from the faint and feeble fingers o' Hawthorne, 
and which ’ 

cents. 


- The Book to Strengthen the Social 
Life of Your Church: 


500 Ways to Help Your Church 
By Treresa H. Wotcorr, iginally appear- 
ing in The Ladies’ Home pe the chapters 
of this book offer a wealth of suggestions for 
wholesome entertainment, hints on makin: 

‘instruction of young people interesting, finan- 
cial plans that include neither sale nor barter, 
and all sorts of sensible ways of encouragin 
the social life of the church. A k for a 
church workers. $1.00. 


A Book for Men who would Help 
their Fellows. 


Temptation 


By Prairie E. Howarp, is a series of chapters 
on the nature and meaning of temptation, with 
a consideration of how to meet some‘of the most 
common temptations in daily life. 50 cents. 
Veritable Mine of Suggestive Material, 
including a List of Books and Games, 


Pleasant Sunday Afternoons 
for the Children 


Epirep sy jJonn T. Faris. Suggestions for 
Bible games and other occupations for the free 
hours of Sunday. 50 cents. 


Any of these books sent post- 
paid at the advertised prices. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
3031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 


e 
seems native to. Mrs, Slosson. 


A 


watch some ball again. 


JTHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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It will carry me back 
to the days wken I played the game myself.’’ 

But ~he did not watch long. Not he! 
Within fifteen minutes he was pitching such 
balls as made the pitcher on the nine stretch 
his eyes and cry imploringly, ‘‘ Oh, I say, you 
will teach me some of that, won’t you?’’ 

‘* Precisely !’’ agreed Dr. Seabury. ‘‘ Are 
you ready to begin?”’ 

After the pitcher it was the catcher’s turn, 
and then each of the other player’s, to be 
drilled on some fine point, 

When at last ws were obliged to stop for 
dinner, Bobby and Dr. Seabury were escorted 
to their gate by the whole crowd, thongh it 
was considerably out of the way for some of 
them. 

‘* Are you coming out again this afternoon, 
Bobby?’ hinted Captain Sam Field. 

**Can’t,’? mourned Bobby. ‘‘I’ve got to 
stay round the place and get a message for 
father. I dd'n’t know when it will come.” 

Dr. Seabury was looking at the sky. 

**If Lhaven’t forgotten the signs of my na- 
tive climate,’’ he said, ‘‘ we’re going to have 
rain in an hour or so, and lots of it. What 
do you say?’’he asked Bobby. ‘* Would 
you invite these others to come over before it 
begins. I know some elephant and tiger sto- 
ries that might interest them, And there ere 
things in my bags.’’ 

Bobby knew that his mother was sure to 
have left him a nice dinner. But he did not 
know whether Dr, Seabury would be good 
at picnicking with just him in the house. 
He wes. Bobby began to think that the 
missionary doctor was good at everything ; 
he was certain of it after the boys appeared 
and it began to rain. 

There was no mistake about the rain. It 
poured. But who cared, with all those queer 
bright things out of the doctor’s bags to look 
at and have explained, and with tiger and el- 
ephant stories to catch one’s breath. and 
crinkle one’s blood? Indeed, when the rain 
stopped and the sun shone out again it was 
hardly noticed, or even when the excursion- 
ists came home, until they were in the room. 

Before he went to bed Bobby was looking 
at the lesson, in his quarterly, for next day, 

‘What is the Golden Text, Bobby?’ 
asked his mother, 

Something in her voice made him glance 
at her re he’read thé verse. 

**He that receiveth you,’ read Bobby 
slowly, ‘‘receiveth me ; and he that receiveth 
me receiveth him that sent me.’’ 

**You were entertaining very high and 
lovely company,”’ said his mother. 

‘* Why, why,’’ stammered Bobby, ‘‘ you 
don’t suppose it—er—means anything like— 
like Dr. Seabury do you?”’ 

** Why not?” 

Bobby studied the words. 
crept into his gray eyes. 

** Besides all the fun !’’ he murmured, 
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A touch of awe 











A Friend’s Advice 
Something Worth Listening To 


A young Nebr. man was advised by a 
friend to eat Grape-Nuts because he was 
all run down from a spell of fever. He 
tells the story : 

‘* Last spring I had an attack of fever 
that left me in a very weak condition. I 
had to quit work ; had no appetite, was 
nervous and discouraged. 

**A friend advised me to eat Grape- 
Nuts, but I paid no attention to him and 
kept getting worse as time went by. 

‘*I took many kinds of medicine but 
none of them seemed tu help me. My 
system was completely run down, my 
blood got out of order from want of 
poner food, and several very large boils 

roke out on my neck. I was so weak I 
could hardly walk. 

‘** One day mother ordered some Grape- 
Nuts and induced metoeatsome. I felt 
better and that night rested fine. As I 
continued to use the food ie g day, I 
grew stronger steadily and now have re- 
gained my former good health. I would 
not be without Grape-Nuts as I believe 
it is the most health-giving food in the 
world.” Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the book, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 





interest 








_ Parents’ Problems 





So many inquiries come to the contributing 
Editor of this column concerning children ex- 
hibiting a more or less sudden erratic or refrac- 
tory course. or an unaccountable deficiency in 
certain fields of mentality, that it is proposed 
here to avoid the pain of individualizing and 
spéak in general terms,—P. Du B. 

MOTHER will sometimes report that 

. the child can do one thing, but fails to 

do another..which seems to her just 

as easy. This will often appear in number- 

work or in thé arrangement of letters to 

make words, Or, ‘perhaps, a boy or girl in 

the early teens appears to become irrespon- 
sible and even thievish. 

There may be temporary reasons and cures 
for these conditions, and there often are. 
But. sometimes they arise inthe simple fact 
that the child or youth is feeble-minded, and 
too much is expected of him. Now, this is 
not-to say that the child is an idiot -or-imbe- 
cile, but simply that his mental stature has 
been attained at five, or six, or eight, or ten 
years, while his body has continued to grow 
in a more or less healthy way, 
can be trained, even though he cannot be 
made normal. . This. distinction has been very 
effectively brought out_in the psychological 
laboratory walk of the training-school ~at 
Vineland, New. Jersey, under the headship 
of Mr. Johnstone, the superintendent, and 
Dr, H, H. Goddard, the psychologist. 

If a man of twenty-five or fifty years is 
still a child of eight or nine in mentality, he 
can be taught to do a child’s work, but no 
more, If you employ a boy of fourteen as a 
messenger boy, white duties are within thé 
possibility of his mental age—say eight—he 
may make the best kind of an employee iff 
that sphere. But, seeing his efficiency, if 
you promote him to a grade of work quite 
proper for a normal boy of his years, but 
above that of his menéa/ grade, he will begin 
to seem different-—perbaps he will 'steal,.or 
prove refractory, pr run. away, or do» worse, 

This is a proved principle in thé education 
of the feeble.minded: :‘ You cah'get'thém to 
do excellent servicer within. their mentality, 
but they cannot expand further. Now, what 
we learn from these abnormal cases we can 
apply, in a measure, to all cases. Many 
children, ' especially in’ early adolescence, 
but at almost any time, become difficult to 
manage, simply because too much is expected 
of them for their degree of development. I 
am not now speaking of the feeble-minded, 
but of normal children: 

The mother will sometimes say, ‘‘ Oh, my 
boy is smart enough. He gets his lessons 
very quickly ; he has a wonderful memory, 
too.’’ Just here lies a snare. Good mem- 
ory is no evidence of mental power. Feeble- 
minded persons, and even imbeciles, often 
have good memories. It is time for parents 
to stop boasting of their children’s position 
in school won simply by memory. 

Some parents begin very early to throw 
children back upon themselves, ‘to make 
them self-dependent. ‘When such children 
are thus forced to meet difficulties of self- 
care before they are able to cope with their 
circumstances, they are pretty sure to yield 
to temptations which they have neither the 
intelligence nor the strength to resist. Then 
they are punished, to their damage. 

Good authority rates the proportion of 
feeble-minded in our jails and poorhouses at 
not less than a fourth of the inmates. Had 
such people been cared for and trained to 
do work within their mental range, they 
might have been made law-abiding and use- 
ful, instead of being an expensive drag on 
and menace to the community, 

The lesson for all parents is that when a 
growing boy or girl appears in a new and 
discouraging role the causes may lie in tem- 
porary natural physical changes; or they 
may lie in an arrest of the child’s mental de- 
velopment. It is not well to be too hasty in 
decision. The first-named of these causes 
is almost sure to show itself for a time. The 
latter cause is, of course, comparatively in- 
frequent, but when the condition seems “ in- 
corrigible ’’ to the degree of being inexplica- 
ble, patient forbearance is the first thing to 
practise, and expert advice the next thing to 
seek. Give the children and youths time. 
Rousseau said, ‘‘ The way to gain time is to 
lose it,’’ But if the signs of permanent ar- 
rest seem sure train for an efficiency that 
does not expect too much, 


, Such ‘a child’ 
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‘Bronchial 
Troubles 


not only irritate the throat 
and u m_ the but 
pneumonia easily follows. _ 

Syrups and nostrums may 


temporarily the cough, 
but Scolte banune. 












soothes and heals the delicate 
membranes of the throat and 
lungs and its nourishing, cura- 
tive powers drive the cough 
from the system aid create 
hysical strength to ‘resist 
; os 
prescribe Scott’s Emuision for 
Bronchitis. sachs 
Scott & Bowtie, Bloomfield, N. J. 203 J 
sent onion 











remains fhe leader among chil- 
dren’s papers. New features 
are introduced with sufficient 
frequency to hold the interest 
of the children and incite their 
expectancy in its stories, verse, 
and illustrations. It meets the 
modern requirements of Sun- 
day-schools, and will continue 
to do so.- Price, 30 cents a 
eat, or 25 cents a year each 
n clubs of ro or more to one 
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insertion (feurteen lines to the inch). For 
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Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
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- Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
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The Young People’s | 


Prayer-Meeting 
- By Robert E. Speer 











Teachings of This Year's Sunday-school 


Sunday, December 15, 1912 


Lessons That Have Impressed Them- 
selves Upon Me (Psa. 119 : 9-16). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Right training (Luke 2 : 40-52). 
‘TUES.—'lempted, but triumphant (Matt. 


4: 1-t8). 

WeEp.— Rules yor a happy life (Matt. 
5 : t-ra). 

THURS.—My br ¥ of the Spirit (Acts 
19 : 1-7). ; 

Fri.—The malice of evil (Mark 3 : 235). 

Sat.—Peace for troubled souls (Mark 
4 ? 35-41; § : I-20). 











The glitter of his shining star 

Arrests attention from afar. 

it lights the beat and goes to show 

That naught can beat SAPOLIO 

A housekeeper’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. mark 


ood housekee ing. ‘No matter how 
fine the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift, A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach, 














This Company has been in busi- 
ness eighteen years — 

It has satisfied Customers all over * 

~ the Goumtagors—- 


a ey 


one lesson ? ae 
lessons ? 


experience ? 


What benefit have you received from any 
What is for you the greatest warning in the 


What lesson has been proved true in your 


AVE the Sunday-school lessons of the 
past year made any impression upon 
me? Can I now remember any great 

principle which they have taught me? Have 
they made any particular part of the Bible 
so clear and dear to me that I shall ‘never 
lose it from memory? If not, where does 
the fault lie? Let us not seek to place the 
blame where it does not belong. Let us 
take it directly home to ourselves, It is no 
one’s fault but our own, The material for 
permanent guidance and inspiration was 
there in the lessons, If we missed it, it was 
our own fault, Se 
“ 


‘We shall gain nothin now ‘by lamenting 
‘wasted appertncties wi are past. We 
shall do best. to took ahead and make the 


ve us from such loss | 








In its. evtire history it has never 
been a day late in the 
of interest checks —or—in the 
payment of principal when due. 


It offers 


SIX PER CENT = || 
CERTIFICATES 


uuning for two years and able on 
demand at any time on or after their 
due date— 

These certificates are amply secured by 
first mortgages and improved real 
estate—they are issued in even multi- 
ples of $100--they offer an ideal invest- 
ment for savings funds. 

Write the booklet 

and full information. 
The Calvert Mortgage & Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 


























the year... 5) . 
(2.) Each yt An y-school, find 
some. time to look ahead to the next week’s 
lesson., Half an hour will be enough. 
Think out the principle of guidance, warn- 
ing, strength, or comfort which it coptains, 
and take this home to your heart for. the 
whole week. Every day teflect upon it as 
you go to school, to play, to work. Practise 
it on every opportunity, If there is a chance, 
talk about it to some one else, This will 
fix it not only in the memory but in the life, 
(2.) Once a month think carefully over the 
four or five lessons of the month. Associate 
the messages which they have brought to 
you. If they all applied to some single part 
of the Bible, survey that part, as the lessons 
of the month covered jit, as a whole, and 
make it your very own. (3.) Each quarter 
go ovér all the lessons of the quarter, not by 
re-reading the lesson-helps, but by memory, 
and com ine the lessons of the quarter, . 
drawing out their main general lessons for 
life. It will not be possible long to remem- 
ber the lessons in order, It.is not necessary 
to try to do it fora year, But. each quar- 
ter’s lessons reviewed in the mind and heart 
will make their dominant lesson for life vivid 
and distinct, so that it will remain, 
“ 

We lose a great deal by not being willing 
to lose enough. ‘We do not select what we 
can keep, but try:to keep all, with the result 









Sai urse cat Ufford to be without the course.” — 
nee. Bare, Harper, Kan. (portrait). “| 


ILD you adopt the-most attractive fession | 
open to women to-day—a profession that will be | 
of advantage to you, whether you practice it or not? | 
Then let us téach"you to become a nurse. | 

———— j 
Thousands of our graduates, without previous ex- | 
perience, are to-day earning $10 to$2Saweek. | 

Write for ‘‘ How I Became a Nurse” and our Year 
Book, explaining our cor dence and home prac- 
tice method; 370 pages with the experiences of our | 
graduates. ) 


48 specimen lesson pages sent free to all inquirers. 


The Chautauqua School of Nursing 


286 Main St. Eleventh Year. Jamestown, N: Y. 


“ *2 . 
-MAKING, TRE REW PROFE ,” is a roo-pp. il- 

H aa ine pee Mae aa Home study 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 


ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL oF 
Home Economics, 502 W. 69th St., Cutcaco, In. 


please 














When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





| ber everything, aad I shall select the one |! 
thing most worth ‘remembering, and hold’ 


| exactly ? 


that all. goes. If'only we were strong enough 
to say, ‘*‘ Now, I know that I can’t remem- 


fast to that until TE have it forever and for- 
ever,’’ we should discover that by the end 
of a year we should ‘have a mass of treasure 
as surely our own as it is priceless and true, 
* 

Can you repeat from memory a single 
Christian hymn without mistake ? 
How many Bible verses can you quote 


Can you tell a single Bible story without 
error and with everything essential included ? 
How did Jesus study the Bible, and what 
indications are there that he knew it and 
could make use of it from memory ? 
What Bible character studied this past 
ear is most like you? From what ores 
Lowe you most to learn as to the sort of per- 


_ THE HEART 
OF THE BIBLE 
Specially prepared for Young ‘People, 


Parents and Teachers, for the Home 
and School, by 














, RE Ve eter whperphs . } _ tp 
- Be ahy by ns , Ch i “oY * y is Sane 
ublished in the - $h c . a 
“fact ‘that it contains I] § Gite’torn-serdil Mien 
‘all; the principal j 


tor cr effect, om an appropriate 
“stories ‘and events + of ‘holy, spruce'and ivy. Biabbssed fa 
’ of the Bible’ in his- 
_ torical order, in the 
exact language of 
the Bible itself 


1, Ten desi —c li “ 
TRilesgtten background with boll 

ves » es decora make a very 
tractive setting, emboseed ‘add lithographed in 

| oe attractive colors. 3 7 a Sa 


using the latest and ing Desk . i - < 
best translation, _ $5.0 : Brepeid, lnk well, biatser be: 
the American, Stan- “ware closely 4 » Jea' te 
dard Version. box with nickeled’ ' 


ie ® Size of b losed, 
‘The idea was ted to the author by nat 
the desire of her children for Bible stories 
**just.as they are told in the Bible." 


Sunday School Times says: 

“It is just this kind of book that many 
parents have wanted to use in reading the 
Bible with their children ; and the children 
will not be the only beneficiaries of the fine 
work that Mrs. Robertson has done.”’ 

Large, clear t 8 full-page colored and 16 
black and white iiidstrations. Size sx7i ins. 

Cloth, beautifully decorated cover, $1.00 net 
Limp Leather, gold top + + * 51:50 oat 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for over 100 years 
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' 381A Fourth Ave.,cor.27th St., New York 


THE POUNDS LESSON CALENDAR 


Pp, ; 100. 
Improved, Artistic, Original, Popular. Just the thin ; : “ 
for organized classes anti Sunday‘echeolworkers every bide 3 eae foore ve ee $ay.s® 











fa camera: Sure to 


Exact représeptation 
und sizeonly. $1.00 


please the children. .Hal 
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Attractive Calendar Values 
The Sunday-School Calendar 


The Home Department Calendar 
The Adult Bible Class Calendar 


And the three calendars differ only in the specially designed cover for each 


se, 

They all differ from most calendars, however, in ‘their compact usefulness, their 

low price, and the material on the monthly leaves. 
ch_ leaf bears beautiful quotations from poems and prose of helpfulness, the 

Uniform International Lesson location and Golden Text for each Sunday of the month, 
and a Scripture reading for each day of the month. 

The calendar measures 5% x8% inches, and has a small eyelet at the top, so it can 
be hung up anywhere. ‘The cover of each is gy in red and black. 

Ihe school calendar for most classes or all ; the adult calendar, if you prefer, 
for the grown-ups ; the Home Department calendar for the membership at home. 

fen cents each ; $1.00 a dozen ; $8.00 a hundred. We pay the postage. “7#és is 
the inexpensive. good-for-the-year gift that many a school or teacher is seeking. 
Thousands sold last year.: Qrder promptly. : ° 


THE .SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANX, 103r Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















ICTURES 


The Greatest Supplementary Aid to the Study 


WILDE’ 
of the Sunday School Lessons Published 
Beau ifully printed on heavy coated paper, 6x8 inches in size; 800 subjects. Price, 


one cent each. No order for less than ten received. 


PICTURE SETS 
Ifustrating~ the Iriternational Uniform Sunday School Lessons for 1913. 
sixty (6C) pictures. Enclosed in an attractive portfolio, 50 cents postpaid. 


Consists of 





son you are and the sort you ought to be? 


W: A: WILDE COMPANY, 120 Boylston St., Boston. 502s. warat Ave. Chicago, til 
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Where Christisas Day First Came 





“See what a crowd there is. Listen! ‘No room?’ They turn to the other end of 
the khan, where the beasts are housed and humbler folk are squatting beside their 
beasts of burden. Camels are growling over their evening meal. Little donkeys 
meekly munch. .. . The little world in Bethlehem has hushed itself to sleep until the 
morning.” —From the Dreamer’s ‘‘Meditation by the Manger Cradle.”’ 
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¢ PELOUBETS 
SELECT NOTES¢ 


A Commentary on the international Sunday School Lessons 
for 1913 


By Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D., and 
Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


This greatest of all helps is absolutely undenominational, is 
beautifully illustrated, and not only illuminates and explains the 
Scripture text, but furnishes a superabundance of incidents, 
stories, anecdotes, etc., which, with the underlying thought of 
the lessons, may be enforced and clinched. Price, $1.00 net; 
postpaid, $1.15. 


Wilde’s Bible Picture Sets 


Mlustrating the sipraationet crore Sunday- 
School Lessons for 1913 











Genesis to Joshua (from the Creation to Sia of Canaan). 
Sixty pictures enclosed in an attractive portfolio, 50 cents, 
postpaid. If the entire set is not desired they can be ordered 
in lots of ten or more. Price, I cent each, postpaid. In or- 
dering give the numbers, 


Pelouhet’s 
Hlustrated Graded Quarterlies 


For over a quarter of a century these quarterlies have been 
conceded to be unexcelled, and have won the first place among 
Sunday-school periodicals, 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 


The greatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present 
e ré@a water : the lessons in the most helpful and concise form, 
, = Home Department Quarterly 

















Is particularly arranged and adapted to interest and benefit 
. those outside of the immediate Sunday-school. Superintendents 
tf STANDS immovable across the har- — are invited to send for sample Quarterlies and Home Depart- 
, . : ment requisites. 
| bor’s mouth. The wind may blow, 
; : | E \ Ww. A. WILDE COMPANY 
the storm rage and the sea hurl itself — = % Western Office, CHICAGO 120 Boylston St., Boston 
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with fury, but all within the harbor is 











| snug and safe. 

| A Guaranteed Low Cost Policy of 
life insurance in The TRAVELERS 
is a breakwater in that storm which so 
often breaks with suddenness upon some 
happy family when the father dies. Then 
a sea of trouble bears in upon it. But 
if that father has built, stone by stone, 
the breakwater of insurance, the worst 


cares and troubles dash against it in vain; 


the family is safe within the harbor. | HAT gift could be a 
: Rae 8 : finer compliment to 

But there is this important difference: the intelligence of the recip- 

; : ient than a carefully selected 

A breakwater will not protect a harbor Globe-Wernicke Bookcase? That 


it can be added to, a unit ata time, 
as the library grows will bekeenly 


until all the stones are laid. With insur- appreciated by one ofliterary taste. 


h fi f il Globe-Wernicke Bookcases are made 
ance the hrst payment protects your family in styles and finishes to suit the 
: \ can’ by hiss cuahastess sowanhon 
as completely as the last. . Begin to build Where not represented, goods will be 


shipped on approval, freight prepaid. 


: **Booklovers’ Shopping List’’ 
the insurance breakwater now. Send | ‘This little book liste the works of 
| oo re Se rss eens | 
. s - the ein sets. e list includes e FF 
the coupon for information which tells low priced, popular euto as well as the 
_ de 05 Mi egg oe — oO 
° shoul ave a copy. ent free wi 
you how to begin. the Globe. Wernicke catalog. Address 
ept. 5.1. 


The Globe-Wernieke Ca 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Franch Stores: New York, 380-382 Broad- 

sciineunigieeemebete cenenncdnenstesbibeenneaebtbeanapeaneetauuicnenuqeentonsveteniniins way ; Philadel yhia, 101 1014 ¢ hestnut St. : Chi- 


‘ a ’ ¢ AR . ago, 31-235 So. W sh Ave.; Boston, 91-93 
The Travelers Insurance Co., Hartford, Conn. : S.S. TIMES. TEAR OF Fe ~deral St Ww as shbaot on, 1218-1220 F St., N. We3 


Please send particulars of your Guaranteed Low Cost Policy. My name, address and date of birth are written below. Cincinnati, 128-134 } = Ave. E, 


























